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BY CYNTHIA HORNER 


hat’s Happening!” is back on 

TV and two of the stars, 
Ernest Thomas and Fred Berry 
got together to rap about their 
exciting new careers as “Roger” 
and “Rerun” on what might be the 
season's biggest hit. . 

Ernest plays Roger, the person 
whom most of the episodes will 
center around. Rog is a straight-A 
student who's so bored with school 
that it causes him to play many 
practical jokes on teachers and 
friends alike. Ernest can really 
identify with this character since 
he was a bright student in school 
himself, so the pranks Roger plays 
are simply things that Ernest might 
have secretly wished he could have 
done! 

On-camera Ernest looks a little 
reserved and quiet. His horn- 
rimmed glasses and overall serious 
nature make him the perfect target 
for teasing, most of which he gets 
from his little sister Dee (Danielle 
Spencer). If there's a tale to tell, 
Dee will sure tattle it! She never 
fails to get him into trouble with 
his mother (Mabel King). But 
Ernest can depend on sympathy 
from his two partners Dwayne 
(Haywood Nelson) and Rerun who 


pe 


stick with him until things get 
worse. Then they conveniently find 
some excuse to ‘split. 

Ernest, in a way is a “Charlie 
Brown" type character in that 
somehow, things never work out 
the way he wants them to. But 
unlike Charlie Brown, Roger does 
have a very close and friendly re- 
lationship with his pals and things 
usually work out for him pretty 
well in the end. 

Whether Roger ends up in 
trouble with his strict mother or 
not, Ernest is certainly grateful to 
have the opportunity to appear in 
a weekly series as the star of the 
show. In fact, he can hardly be- 
lieve his good fortune these days 
since he once went a couple of 
days without food and didn't know 
where his next dime was coming 
from. 

“Т really went hungry—two days 
without any food at all and I was 
iad to ask anybody since I heard 


that Hollywood was Hollyweird. 
So I said, ‘no, I don’t wanna go 
through any changes like that? 
Just when you're on your last leg 
it seems like God or whatever you 
want to call it, comes through to 
your rescue," said the Gary, Indiana 
born actor. 


ERNEST FINALLY 
GOT A BREAK! 

Relief came to him in the form 
of $200.00 sent by friends from 
back home. Shorty after that, 
Ernest, who had bugged every 
agent in town, managed to con- 
vince someone that he had talent, 
so when he auditioned for a part 
on "The Jeffersons," he got it and 
from there, his future brightened. 

His part as one of Lionels no- 
good friends led to a part on 
"Grady" where he did an impres- 
sive improvisation with Whitman 
Mayo. Isabelle Sanford was so im- 
pressed by this young actor that 
she recommended him to ABC. So 
when the idea for "Whats Hap- 
pening" came up, Ernest was in 
the right place at the right time. 
But the first pilot attempt went so 
badly that the entire cast was fired 
except Ernest. So Ernests cup of 


happiness is nearly full and he 
said the new cast with the regulars 
we know today work so well to- 
gether, it's like magic! 

Ernest comes to the "What's 
Happening" show with a wealth 
of experience having acted in many 
plays back in New York. His back- 
ground surprisingly, is а very re- 
ligious one having been raised in 
the Pentecostal Church. He said 
he grew up trying to save people's 
souls all the way up through high 
school. 

“1 didn't go dancing, singing, or 
to the movies then. The religious 
background has been my founda- 
tion even though I have strayed 
from that strictness. I don't think 
you have to be perfect. God's not 
expecting you to be, but as long 
as you try to help somebody, that's 
whats important. I think thats 
why I'll be a success, because I'm 
always helping people. That isn't 
the reason why I am doing it 
though, I want to do it,” he ex- 


plained seriously. 

Ernests conscientious attitude 
makes him the perfect person to 
play Rog, especially since Rog 
breaks his back trying to help 
friends such as Rerun. What's Re- 
run like? We'll ask Fred Berry to 
tell us? 

“Нез supposed to be one of 
Rogers best friends," Fred said 
thoughtfully in his dressing room 
just before the TV taping. "He's 
always the smart-alecky cat who's 
not really too hip in school. He's 
more of a street-type cat—street 
life, he's smart like that. He's good 
at getting into scrapes and good at 
getting out of scrapes! He's a lot 
of fun. He always wears these bag- 
gie pants with suspenders and a 
tam. Always some type of tam." 


FRED BERRY WILL 
EXHIBIT HIS DANCING 
ON THE SHOW 

Fred says he identifies with the 
character Rerun, at least clothes- 
wise! He said he very seldom wears 
straight leg pants and always wears 
tams or hats. "Tm into a lot of 
different clothes, 40's, 50's, all kinds 
of stuff. I've traveled all over the 


ATS HAPPENING! 


world, all over the United States 
to go to secondhand stores and 
find all the old goodies. I take 
twenty dollars and buy a new 
wardrobe every month.” 

Since Fred is a five year member 
of the talented Locker dance group, 
youll see him cutting up a storm 
on the show. “Гуе been locking 
for about five years. Tm the only 
one who knows how to do that 
around here. As a matter of fact, 
there's maybe only ten people in 
the whole world who know how 
to do it and do it well, enough to 
make money at it. So as far as 
dancing goes, I dominate the whole 
show. 

“ГИ have certain scenes like a 
skit where I do a commercial, or 
were in the soda shop ГЇЇ be doing 
a little dance, or we're at a party, 
and it just becomes more of a little 
show than just a dance. Locking is 
a show—its not just a regular 
dance." 

Although Fred has been a pro- 
fessional dancer for quite some 


him without, makes an effective “Rerun.” You 
know where he got his name? Well, every 
summer he has to repeat all the courses he 
failed during winter! Don't laugh, it's true! 
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world. He’s the only one of the 
trio who hasn't had any experience. 
“Everybody tells me I'm a natural, 
so I guess I am. The training that 
I'm getting is on the job. Dancing 
is kinda like acting... facial ex- 
pressions and moves, апа things 
like that. Гуе done little skits and 
I write too. I write poems and 
things like that.” 

Newcomer or not, Fred is moy- 
ing up very fast in this business! 
Since the trio has appeared on 
several TV variety shows, Fred has 
gotten quite a bit of exposure. An 
especially exciting thing happened 
to him a few weeks ago. Sidney 
Poitier spotted him performing on 
the “Cos” show, and immediately 
contacted him and offered him a 
part in a movie! 

Yes, the pastures are certainly 
greener for these two members of 
the “What’s Happening!” cast and 
if the show keeps pulling in those 
top ten ratings then they won't be 
complaining that pastures are 
greener on the other side of the 
fance 'cause they'll have all the 
green—in their back pockets! 


м «И 
Ernest Thomas poses smilingly with his cast 
member Shirley Hemphill who portrays a nice 


but wise-cracking waitress at the soda shop 
hang-out where you know Rerun loves to visit. 


Ernest Thomas: 


4 Nelson, ach other рег- 


А one, and a two, and a three! The three guys 
rehearse for a skit on the “Captain and Ten- 
nille” show. They've also appeared on “Cos,” 
and “Donny & Marie,” all the ABC TV shows. 
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MAN IO MAN: LARRY 

JAGOBS RAPS ABOUT LIFE, 
LOVE, AND HIS FUTURE 

PLANS! 


BY STEVE MANNING 


Е “Boom Boom” Washing- 
ton, co-star of ABC-TV’s smash 
comedy “Welcome Back, Kotter” 
is equally known to millions of 
young ladies and fans as Lawrence 
(Larry) Hilton Jacobs. For the 
past two years Lawrence has been 
delighting television viewers with 
his weekly television appearance as 
a high school student. In this ex- 
clusive interview for Right On! 
Magazine, the handsome twenty- 
three year old Virgo discussed his 
rapidly changing and extremely 
successful career. 

"I can't be more than honest to 
say that "Welcome Back, Kotter’ 
has done some great things for 
me,” said Larry as he pondered 
about his success in the television 
role. Continuing his comments 
about the fame and fortune he 
has recently acquired because of 
the television show he says, “I can 
be freer in my thoughts because I 
dont have money on my mind to 
worry about. No wait a minute, 
Steve, before folks think I'm rich. 
Fm not rich but basically what I 
was trying to say is that because of 
the success of "Kotter," it has let 
me enjoy a variety of the finer 
things of life; which Im very 
happy and grateful about. 

Acting om a weekly television 
series is no easy task and all cast 
members of the show usually get 


LARRY'S INIO 
MANY IHINGS BESIDES 
“WELGOME BAGK, KOT TER?" 
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GOING IN NEXT! еу 1 


One of Larry's first films, “Death Wish,” 
was on TV recently. He played a NYC mugger! 


CONTINUED 


Larry has made a variety of TV appearances 
recently. Did you see him on “Captain and 
Tennille”? He sang and did skits. It was great! 


Larry is one of the lucky actors who got a 
part in “Roots,” so you'll be seeing him іп 
one of the 12-part episodes pretty soon!!! 


Не told the reporter he’s been fixing up a 
classic old Mercedes which he’s been wanting 
to get. Now he can buy almost anything he 
wants. It’s nice to have the finer things! 


As a “sweat hog," Larry is close to the other 
cast members both on and off camera. Some- 
times they go places together after work!!! 


SS When Larry visits his home state, New York, 
Й he visits his friends Leon Pinkney and Irene 
Cara. The three of them really have a ball! 


together and relax after the heavy 
television taping schedule is over. 
“Robert Hegyes, Ron Palillo, John 
Travolta, Gabriel Kaplan, and John 
Sylvester White who plays the 
principal and I are very close off 
stage as well as on the set. You 
know many television shows’ actors 
go on strange ego craziness trips 
after a year. I must say that didn’t 
happen to us on the show. We are 
all enthusiastic about doing the 
show.” 

Lawrence commented that on 
many occasions the cast members 
“hung out together” and check out 
social functions, attend concerts, or 
visit each others homes. 

Its quite obvious that the tal- 
ented actor enjoys the pleasures of 
acting, by checking out his heavy 
work schedule. "In Alex Haley's 
upcoming television epic, Roots, I 
got is one of the segments with 


Leslie Uggams who portrays my | 


seventeen year old girl friend, 
while I'm supposed to be her eigh- 
teen year old fiance," said Larry. 
In addition to Roots, Mr. Jacobs 
revealed to me that he portrays a 
junkie in an upcoming “Baretta” 
show. 


LARRYS PLANNING А 

RECORDING CAREER! 

He is very proud of his participa- 
tion in an upcoming documentary 
on Teenage Alcoholism that he 
had the pleasure of hosting; when 
he says, “ “Beating The Blubs Blues’ 
is the title of a documentary I 
hosted recently for a television 
special It's a very interesting pro- 
gram. Young people in a high 
school in Los Angeles do these 
skits and I'm the man on the street 
interviewing the cats. It was very 
surprising to learn that so many 
young kids don't know why they 
drink alcohol, they just know they 


do. The pros and cons of the sub- 
ject are closely looked at." 

In my conversation with Law- 
rence, I discovered that the brother 
has always desired to sing. Well 
Right On! readers, you read it here 
first! Lawrence-Hilton Jacobs will 
soon not only please you on the 
tube, but also the radio via record- 
ings. "Steve, I just signed a deal 
with ABC Records to record 
a whole album. I wrote most of 
the material myself. l'm very ex- 
cited about this particular project," 
said Larry happily. 

Continuing his comments on his 
recording career, he says, “Гуе 
been looking forward to recording 
an album for a long time. It's some- 
thing I wanted to do for a long 
time. Everyday Ive been singing 
my lungs out." 

There is absolutely no doubt in 
my mind that Larrys recording 
career will be met with equal suc- 
cess. So all you male solo stars 
watch out, cause L.H.J. is coming 
your way. 

The former New York City resi- 
dent realizes and admires the tre- 
mendous number of fans he has 
acquired through the television 
program and "Cooley High." I feel 
very good about the recognition I 
have. Its kind of exciting, but 
sometimes being popular can get 
in your way. I get stopped a lot 
when I’m on the street, just being 
around the general public." 

Discussing what he likes in 
ladies, Lawrence stated: “Т don't 
have any kind of rules for what- 
ever kind of woman. I like people, 
ladies, for whatever they are. Of 
course, Т prefer an attractive young 
lady like a lot of men, but my 
mind is beyond that. It's not im- 
portant. Let me say this, I don't 
judge girls by former relationships. 
If 1 happen to have had a bad 
relationship with one girl and I 
start out new with another lady, 
I don't let my last relationship in- 
terfere with the present one." 

Lawrence has adjusted to the 
California style life which is very 
relaxing, quite well. I love New 
York, that's my heart. Гуе accepted 
Los Angeles as my home now, it's 
a different life, a lot of fun, real 
relaxing to me." 

With the personality and talent 
Lawrence-Hilton Jacobs has, this 
man's already energetic, high paced 
career is just beginning. 
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Al Green recently purchased a church for the 
grand sum of $355,000 in Memphis! Green’s 
new single, “Keep Me Cryin’,” is great!!! 


EORGE “LIGHTNIN’ LICKS” 
JOHNSON was preparing to 

go onstage at the Coliseum in Char- 
lotte, South Carolina with his broth- 
er LOUIS “THUNDER THUMBS” 
JOHNSON (THE BROTHERS 
JOHNSON) recently as the crowd 
watched in horror when GEORGE 
fell off the stage. The Coliseum was 
last used for a hockey game and the 
ice was re-covered. What they failed 
to do, according to the JOHNSONS' 
press agent, was to cover the part 
of the stage where the artists entered. 
Fortunately, GEORGE only suffered 
minor bruises on his back and shoul- 
der. He didn't feel any pain until 
after the performance, and his girl- 
friend, CAROL, rushed him to the 
dressing room to determine the ex- 
tent of his injuries. Apparently 
GEORGE was more concerned 
about his guitar than himself, because 
when he was falling, he held his gui- 
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As expected, the O'Jays hit gold with “Mes- 
sage In The Music.” Everything they record 
turns to magic, or millions, it should be said! 


Posing with Don Cornelius of Soul Train are 
Ronnie Dyson and Aretha Franklin who ap- 
peared on the show. Both have hot tunes out. 


tar ten feet in the air to prevent 
damage. 

THE AVERAGE WHITE BAND 
wrapped up the autumn wing of their 
U.S. tour recently at Honolulu’s 
Blaisdale Arena. At the same Arena 
last February, then known as H. I. C. 
Auditorium, the group broke JOHN 
DENVER’s long standing attendance 
and gross record at the venue. 

Angelenos were treated to an un- 
expected appearance by MARVIN 
GAYE at the Hollywood Palladium's 
Halloween bash when he jumped on 
stage during AWB's encore of "I 
Heard It Through the Grapevine." 

LAMONT DOZIER and BEN. E. 
KING teamed for KING's new single 
*Somebody's Knocking" (written by 
DOZIER). The single will be in- 
cluded in KING's next album RHAP- 
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SODY, scheduled for ап early "77 
release. 

Bassist STANLEY CLARKE was 
recently named “Best Bassist” in 
Guitar Players magazine annual 
awards poll. The editor of the publi- 
cation sent CLARKE a Western 
Union Telegram inviting the artist to 
personally pick up a silver bracelet 
in his honor. 

Meanwhile, CLARKE has an- 
nounced his first tour as a solo artist. 
His newly assembled band features 
guitarist RAY GOMEZ, keyboardist 
DAVID SANCIOUS, drummer 
GERRY BROWN, and CLARKE on 
bass and vocals. 

The tour which opened in Novem- 
ber at the Palladium in New York 
coincided with a rush release of 
“Hot Fun,” the first single from 
CLARKE’s School Days album. 
The flip side, “Life is Just a Game, 
was completely re-recorded in a new 
four-minute version with guest per- 
sonnel listed on the label (the first 
time this has ever been done): 
CLARKE—bass and vocal; JEFF 
BECK— guitar; GEORGE DUKE 一 
keyboard; and NDUGU—drums. 

CLARKE, winner of “Top Elec- 
tric Bassist” honors in both the In- 
terational Critics and Readers’ Poll 
of Down Beat magazine for a sec- 
ond consecutive year, also taped the 
Down Beat “All Star Award Win- 
ners” special in Chicago. The pro- 
gram features Down Beat award win- 
ning BILLY COBHAM, JEAN-LUC 
PONTY, CHICK COREA, RON 
CARTER, GEORGE BENSON, and 
THAD JONES. Special will air on 
PBS in ”77. 

AL GREEN, ordained a minister 
last summer, fulfilled a three-year 
aspiration when he purchased the 
predominantly white Whitehaven 
Assembly of Good Church for 
$355,000 in Memphis. Renamed 
Al Green’s Full Gospel Taber- 
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nacle, the composer-musician-song- 
writer has 24 gold and platinum 
records to his credit including “Jesus 
is Waiting" and “Take Me to the 
River, tunes which hold gospel 
messages. The Tabernacle has two 
buildings which house a cafeteria, 
three sanctuaries, a prayer room, 
and ten classrooms. GREEN said in 
announcing the purchase of the 
church that “it will be a center of 
divine power." 

REDD FOXX continues to ex- 
pand his enterprises. This time his 
business, Eff-Oh-Ex-Ex, has moved 
into the heart of Hollywood into a 
four-story building. The facility, 
according to FOXX, includes a 200- 
seat night club which he will use 
to showcase and rehearse clients 
now under his management. FOXX 
is making his last appearance on this 
season's Sanford and Son on NBC- 
TV. 

RAY CHARLES, and CLEO 
LAINE teamed for the first time in 
their illustrious recording careers to 
put together an album package of 
one of opera's classics, “Porgy and 
Bess.” The DUBOSE HEYWARD 
novel has an illustrious background 
when it first opened on October 10, 
1927 and still plays to thousands 
today. 

RAY CHARLES adds yet another 
dimension to a reputation, a career, 
and to a person larger than life. 
“ВАУ CHARLES," said FRANK 
SINATRA, “is the only genius in our 
business." “Му people made me," 
said RAY CHARLES the man, “and 
I can always go back to them." 
Among his musical accomplisments 
RAY plays a razor sharp game of 
chess, possesses the technical knowl- 
edge to pilot a plane, and has been 
known to ride a motor scooter. 
CHARLES also taught himself to 
play and write for every brass and 
wind instrument in an orchestra, 
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Philip Thomas did an excellent job in the TV 
pilot “Roosevelt and Truman.” He plays one 
of the owners of a bail office. The scrapes 
they encounter! This one could be a winner! 


specializing in piano, organ, and 
sax. 

British born CLEO LAINE made 
her American singing debut at New 
York’s Lincoln Center in 1972, and 
has been appearing across the coun- 
try since. One music critic recently 
hailed her as simply “the greatest 
singer in the world.” 

VENETTA FIELDS called to let 
me know before flying to Baltimore 
to sing background for ARETHA 
FRANKLIN that she just completed 
singing background on the theme 
song for an upcoming pilot series 
for CBS-TV, “Truman and Roose- 
velt.” In addition to singing, VEN- 
ETTA also captured a role in the 
pilot. Meanwhile, she’s busy gather- 
ing musical material for her first 
solo album. 

When OTIS REDDING died trag- 
ically in an airplane crash in '69, 
the BAR-KAYS were also on the 
same flight. The group, led then and 
now by JAMES ALEXANDER, was 
the only survivor of that fatal crash. 
Since then the new BAR-KAYS with 
ALEXANDER at the helm received 
critical success on the Stax-Volt la- 
bel appearing with ISAAC HAYES 
on his memorable HOT BUTTERED 
SOUL and SHAFT albums. 

The group just released its first 
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album іп three years, Too Hot To 
Stop, on Mercury Records. After 
ten years of ups and downs the 
BAR-KAYS are ready to tell the 
world exactly what soul means. 

The legendary CHI-LITES with a 
few personnel changes have a cook- 
er! Their debut album for Mercury, 
Happy Being Lonely, should keep 
them on top (“More Power to 
to the People,” “A Lonely Man,” 
“Stoned Out of My Mind,” and 
many more). The new group con- 
sists of original members MAR- 
SHALL THOMPSON and ROB- 
ERT “SQUIRREL” LESTER. 
AARON FLOYD, DANNY JOHN- 
SON, and DAVID SCOTT round 
out the group. 

MASS PRODUCTION’s Wel- 
come To Our World on Atlantic’s 
new Cotillion label contains non- 
stop dance material from start to 
finish. The ten-piece group from 
Richmond, Virginia have been in- 
volved in various aspects of the mu- 
sic business including its technical 
aspects for nearly twenty years. 

With Songs In The Key Of 
Life estimated to sell millions, 
STEVIE WONDER is already work- 
ing on his next project. In a recent 
interview, STEVIE surprised many 
readers. "I want to do an album 
called The Writers, using songs 
by other artists, some of whom may 
be known and some unknown. I 
would love this because it would 
give me a chance to work with a 
wide range of musical ideas and 
lyrics. It'd be a challenge." There's 
no doubt that he'll put as much 
work in his next release as he did 
on his last one (two years). STEVIE 
wants to start work on the album 
by March. 
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The Spinners are putting their whole heart 
into the fund raising efforts for singer Jackie 
Wilson. They’ve now been put in charge of the 
trust fund which has been set up for Jackie!!! 


Poor George Johnson almost broke his back 
and guitar recently when he fell off a concert 
stage as the crowd watched in horror. Whew! 


Happiness Is Being With The 
Spinners, the sixth album on Atlan- 
tic by the SPINNERS, has been 
certified gold by the R.I.A.A. The 
album is the group’s tenth certified 
gold record on the label, and their 
first gold record since resigning for 
a five-year exclusive world wide con- 
tract last January. The magical 
genius of THOM BELL is again еу- 

12 ident in the group’s success. 


Te к = 


Two looks at Jimmie Walker as he attends 
some celebrity affair. Wonder what he’s do- 
ing with his sweat suit on? C’mon’ tell us Jim! 


B. B. KING Day was proclaimed 
in October in Elizabeth, New Jer- 
sey. The City’s mayor presented 
KING with a key to the city and 
renamed the Regent Theater to the 
B. B. King Theatre for the Per- 
forming Arts. 


HAROLD MELVIN AND THE. 


BLUE NOTES FEATURING 
SHARON PAIGE recently рег- 
formed in a pre-game show at 


Yankee Stadium when Bethune- 
Cookman College of Daytona 
Beach, Florida met Forfolk Stage 
College of Virginia in a battle of col- 
lege champions. MELBA MOORE 
sang the National Anthem and 
CONNIE PARK the Black National 
Anthem (“Lift Every Voice”). 
Members of the BLUE NOTES, 
managed and produced by HAR- 
OLD MELVIN include DAVID 
JOHNSON, BILL SPRATELY, DA- 
VID EBO, SHARON PAIGE, and 
JERRY CUMMINGS. 

“The kind of songs I write and 
like to sing are songs about real 
life problems, songs of truth,” so 
says DENISE LaSALLE about her 
new album, Second Breath. “They 
take me right to the hearts of peo- 
ple. I like to rap with them, and 
they seem to like that. The ladies 
will be shouting ‘Tell it like it is 
girl’ and ‘right on.’ It makes you 
feel good.” Second Breath is packed 
with blues goodies. 

JOHNNY BRISTOL, on a cross 
country promotional tour of his 
debut album for Atlantic, Bristol’s 
Creme, started it off with a bang 
when Atlantic hosted a cocktail 
party at Beverly Hills’ posh Bistro. 
Many turned out to congratulate 
JOHNNY on a fine album. He ranks 
among the best balladeers in the 
soul market. 

New York’s own award winning 
Producer of the Year, JEFF LANE 
recently presented BRASS CON- 
STRUCTION’s million seller album 
to former Vice-President NELSON 
ROCKEFELLER. LANE produced 
gold and platinum albums for 
BRASS CONSTRUCTION and B. 
T. EXPRESS. 

So much publicity (and well de- 
served) has been printed about 
BOB MARLEY AND THE WAIL- 
ERS that the press sometimes over? 
looks another superstar in the same 
musical category. JIMMY CLIFF, 
reggae empressario, is a living sym- 
bol of modern Jamaican music. Pick 
up a copy of /n Concert—The Best 
Of Jimmy Cliff and hear reggae's 
music finest. You might also remem- 
ber CLIFF in his film debut "The 
Harder They Come." 

If you haven't aready noticed, 
watch MIKE EVANS on “The Prac- 
tice" starring DANNY THOMAS. 
MIKE was the original Lionel on 
“The Jeffersons.” In “The Practice” 
he plays a med student, whom 
THOMAS takes a liking to. 
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Here's Muhammad АН as you often see him, 
eyes flashing, & shouting at the top of his 
lungs. He didn’t get where he is being meek. 


to the movie world wii r 
degrees of success. Ати eral 
sports figures, including the late 
Jackie Robinson, have ap 2 
their own celluloid biogr: 


harhmad Ali to make. 
But how does the Ch 
about his plans to con 


story we set up an € 
terview for you loyal 
Right On! with the 
himself. 

As our moment арр: 
wondered what our 
would be like. Would 


have о tell you that we wi 
and were pleasantly surprise 
Ali we met was quiet and cons 
erate and happy to answ 
questions. 

“We've signed the contracts jid 
Columbia Pictures and the script 
is finished,” he informed us in a 
modulated voice at the outset. He | 
obviously was looking forward to 
the project with pleasure. | 


As Right On! met the greatest boxing champ 
of all times, we were impressed by his overall 
appearance as a quiet, courteous gentleman! 


CONTINUED 


there were many people who 
would insist that Ali has been act- 
ing and putting us on for all of 
his adult life. 

We asked what qualities he felt 
he possessed that would aid him in 
his bid for movie fame. 

“Tm natural,” he replied with 
quiet confidence. We felt obliged 
to agree with him. He certainly 
had come a long way being his 
natural self. 

“Everything I’ve done has made 
me more famous than those movie 
stars we've been naming," he told 
us. "None of them is as famous 
as me." 

Again we had to admit that he 
was probably right. There are 
nooks and crannies on this earth 
where there are people who do 


Muhammad Ali's much photographed face 
goes through many moods. Despite his many 
bouts, his face is still smooth and unmarked! 


not know Charlton Heston or Burt 
Lancaster from Elizabeth Taylor, 
but who are quite well acquainted 
with the Champ. 

“Tm the biggest individual in the 
world," he assured us. "Tve got the 
name and whatever Гуе done has 
brought me up to this point." 

We would not deny that he has 
earned his big reputation as a 
world celebrity and at this moment 
he is at the height of his fame. 


"THE SCRIPT IS ALL 
MY STORY" 

Next, we asked what he felt 
viewers would see in his film. 

He pondered this for a second 
and then said, "Beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder. People can 
look at it from different angles." 

Would his movie preach a moral 
ог carry a message? 
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"Im not trying to change any- 
body's ideas or teach ‘ет nothin," 
he insisted. “I just ’spect it to be 
good entertainment." 

"Do you think yours will be an 
inspiring story for the young peo- 
ple of the world?" we asked. 

"Sure," he agreed emphatically. 
"Sure, it will." 

"What about the dialogue?" we 
wanted to know. "Youre such a 
free talker, do you think you will 
be able to speak lines written for 
you by someone else?" 

"It's my script," he informed us 
with emphasis placed on the word, 
“ту.” "Its my words. Ain't nobody 
can write words to go in my 
mouth. It wouldn't be my story. So 
Ive written the script. Гуе told 
'em what to do and how to do it 
and changed it and everything." 


His popularity will never die. His autobiog. 
raphy reaped in the dollars but his movie 
is predicted to rack up a few dollars more. 


We wondered silently how the 
producers had welcomed all of Ali's 
generous assistance. But also we 
asked ourselves who better than 
the Champ would know his own 
unique ways of expressing himself? 

We asked for verification of some 
of the events to be shown in the 
film and he was glad to comply. 
He indicated that there would be 
some surprises and some facts nev- 
er revealed before. 

“It'll include my refusal to go 
into the military service and ex- 
plain in detail why I didn't go,” 
he promised. “It'll have everything. 
My Olympic Gold Medal. Throw- 
ing it in the river. Why I threw it. 
Various shootouts I've been in." 

"Shootouts?" we interjected. 

"Yes. Shootouts in the southern 
states, driving through. This is the 
first time people heard all of this." 


WILL HE BE THE NEXT 
MALE MOVIE IDOL? 

Warming to his subject, one that 
apparently has been on his mind 
for quite a while, he stated, "It's 
going to be a major picture. The 
budget is four million eight hun- 
dred thousand and it's been in the 
works for five years" . 

The Champ immediately thought 
better of the “major picture" classi- 
fication that he had just given his 
film and elected to upgrade its 
status. 

"Itll be one of the biggest mov- 
ies in the history of mankind, 
cause its going to all Moslem 
countries, all Christian countries, 
all Oriental countries, all America. 
ІНІ be in every language on the 
earth." 

In view of all the cinematic ex- 
posure he would be getting, we 
asked him if he planned to capital- 
ize on his added fame and experi- 
ence and continue to act after his 
initial foray into the movie world. 

He glanced directly at us for a 
moment with an expression that 
left little doubt that he was seri- 
ously considering the possibility. 

"I have offers already,” he re- 
vealed. “Т have about ten different 
offers... big movies." 

With time running out on us, 
we wanted to conclude our talk 
with an upbeat ending and so we 
asked, "Since you expect the film 
of your life to play in every corner 
of the globe, do you think it might 
provide a sort of unifying force, 
helping to draw the peoples of the 
world a little closer together?" 

"I don't know if it can do that," 
he said with modesty. And he add- 
ed, "It ain't going to do more than 
any other movie." 

We had hoped for more from 
the Champ, some comment a little 
stronger. Then just as we were 
shaking his huge hand and saying 
good-bye, he paused dramatically 
and stated with the trace of a 
twinkle in his eyes, “It won't do no 
more than Jaws.” 

This was the message we had 
wanted to bring to you Right On! 
readers. The Champ had risen to 
the occasion and let us know that 
he was facing one of the biggest 
challenges of his fabulous career. 
And he expected to do nothing 
less for his fans around the world 
than equal the most successful mo- 
tion picture of all time. 


STARS 


MUHAMMAD ALI 
GEORG STANFORD 
BROWN 
JIM BROWN 
RALPH CARTER 
BERNIE CASEY 
ROSALIND CASH 
DON CORNELIUS 
CLIFTON DAVIS 
PETER DeANDA 
OSCAR DeGRUY 
TAMARA DOBSON 
MIKE EVANS 
LOLA FALANA 
GAIL FISHER 
ARETHA FRANKLIN 
SHEILA FRAZIER 
MARVIN GAYE 
DION GOSSETT 
TERESA GRAVES 
AL GREEN 
PAM GRIER 
ISAAC HAYES 
JIMI HENDRIX 
ROBERT HOOKS 
JACKIE JACKSON 
JERMAINE JACKSON 
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CHOOSE FROM THIS LIST OF STARS 


MARLON JACKSON 
MICHAEL JACKSON 
TITO JACKSON 
RANDY JACKSON 
JESSE JACKSON 
QUINCY JONES 
MAX JULIEN 

JIM KELLY 

EDDIE KENDRICKS 
CLAVIN LOCKHART 
VONETTA McGEE 
MELBA MOORE 
JOHNNY NASH 
DENISE NICHOLAS 
RON O'NEAL 
FREDA PAYNE 
RICHARD PRYOR 
SMOKEY ROBINSON 
DIANA ROSS 


RICHARD ROUNDTREE 


CAROL SPEED 


BERN NADETTE STANIS 


SLY STONE 
BRENDA SYKES 
PHILIP THOMAS 
CICELY TYSON 


BILLY DEE WILLIAMS 


FRED WILLIAMSON 
STEVIE WONDER 


SUPER STAR FACTS and PHOTOS 
Drawer L 
Hollywood, Calif. 90028 
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GROUPS 


BLACK IVORY 
CHI-LITES 
DELFONICS 
FIFTH DIMENSION 
GLADYS KNIGHT 
& THE PIPS 
IKE & TINA TURNER 
JACKSON FIVE 
LOVE MACHINE 
THE MIRACLES 
STAPLE SINGERS 
SUPREMES 
TEMPTATIONS 


OTHERS 


VICKI ABERCROMBIE 


DIANA BRUNER 
LIL' JOE CHISM 
PAT DAVIS 

KARL GRIGSBY 
SHARON HILL 
TYRONE PROCTOR 
WM. TYRONE SWAN 


Hurry! Send me the following SUPER STAR FACTS and PHOTOS: 
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4. 


I'm enclosing $1.25 for each photo | want. Add 256 for postage and handling. 
(Outside U.S.A. send $1.75 for each FACTS and PHOTOS in 
international money order.) 
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tive facts. All for only $1.25! 


PLUS 


You'll receive a gorgeous 8x10 glossy pho- 
tograph of your favorite star along with 
your order. These are beautiful portraits 
just like the ones that hang on Hollywood 
studio walls! 


Start collecting your Super Star 
FACTS and PHOTOS today! 
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more, you'll receive absolutely 
FREE a secret HOLLYWOOD ADDRESS LIST with 
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ON THE SET WITH THE JACKSONSII 


TuEIR NEW 


Пп 


PHOTOS ВУ СП. GARNER 
AND KENNY LIEU 


ackson mania will never die 
long. as the Jackson magic is 

present. And those lucky people 
who were able to sit in on the 
Jacksons’ first taping of their new 
TV show will all agree that the 
talented singing family is just as 
popular as ever before. Ее 

Although the CBS taping took 
place in a small studio set, the en- 
ergy generated was like that of a 
‘concert performance. When fans 
screamed, and sighed and moaned, 
“Dancing Machine” Marlon whirled 
and teased around the stage, to the 
delight of the audience. And when 
Michael reached out to grab young 
ladies’ hands, the rest of the people 
ran down the steps to be next! 

Doing familiar numbers such as 
“Moving Violation” and “Life Of 
The Party,” was simply encourage- 
ment for the fans to party with the 
Jacksons. Eventually there was so 
much screaming and shouting go- 
ing on, that it seemed that the 
Jacksons were performing on a con- 
cert stage. This simply encouraged 
Randy to pound harder on the 
congas and for Tito to strum the 
guitar a bit louder. And the danc- 
ing part of the trio, Michael, Jackie, 
and Marlon, swirled and smiled in 
the best Jackson style. 

Unfortunately, little Janet whom 
many were looking forward to 
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The Jacksons had the audience in the clouds 
and it really showed. Talk about heave: 


seeing a great deal of, couldn't 
appear too much since she was still 
getting over the dreaded disease, 
chicken pox! But she was still able 
to dance and bump along with the 
rest of the family for the closing 
number of the show. 

The Jacksons’ half-hour show is 
the result of a lot of back breaking, 
or leg breaking work, we should 
say, on the part of the whole 
family. According to Joe Jackson, 
the children’s father, several of 
them had even stayed up most of 
the night before to make sure the 
performance for the audience was 
the best product possible. 

So, not only have the Jacksons 
got a new album out for your 
listening pleasure, but they will be 
on once a week to entertain you. 
So keep your eyes glued to your 
set and they'll be on for a long, 
long time. 


There was some speculation, but beautiful 
Rebie will definitely be back on the show. 


Michael does his unique “tapping foot" while 45 2) 24 Here the together Jacksons sn: 
taking a well-earned break between numbers. 3 ү ~ j sing their famous hit, "Moving Violatio 


As they sing their opening tune, the platform 
moves out towards audience. Very dynamic! 
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ТІНЕ JACKSONS 


Standing in the middle of a millio a 
the Jacksons say goodnight after r Ero м. 
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DONNA SUMMER 
DONNA SUMMER'S “SPRING 
AFFAIR” MARES PEOPLE THINK 
ABOUT HAVING AN AFFAIR! 

IT’S A SCORCHER!! 


picy Donna Summer is a tem- 

pestuous, teasing singer who 
drives men to distraction when 
they listen to her moaning, groan- 
ing, and sighing with passion over 
the radio. She has caused women 
to boil with jealousy and parents 
to shudder when they hear their 
children playing her music. 

But no matter what her good 
points or faults are, one thing’s 
certain, she’s definitely one of the 
most sizzling, sexy singers today, 
and her new hit single, “Spring 
Affair,” is definitely all Donna 
Summer. No, there isn’t as much of 
that passionate lovemaking going 
on, but romance is in the air, and 
this is one tune that can definitely 
be heard on the air! 

“Spring Affair,” taken from her 
latest album, Four Seasons Of 
Love, is one of those tunes that 
seduces the ear as well as the mind. 
Its lyrics imply more than they 
suggest, the sound is more of a 
song than a “love machine” this 
time. But whether youre a Donna 
Summer fan or not, there’s one 
thing you must admit: all of her 
albums have been gold. 

Known for Love To Love You, 
Love Trilogy, and Four Seasons of 
Love, Donna’s career began in 
1960 at the age of 10 when she 
oddly enough, began idolizing 
gospel singer Mahalia Jackson. 


Why? "She was the only singer I 
had heard that had the type of 
volume and voice control I was 
looking for," admitted the 27-year- 
old singer. 

She left high school after a dis- 
pute with a teacher and then went 
to Munich, Germany where she 
joined the cast of Hair. She re- 
mained with Hair for about a year 
and then joined other German pro- 
ductions which toured Europe. 
When she first recorded the single 
"Love To Love You Baby," after 
releasing two gold records in Eu- 
rope, it was only four minutes long. 
The timing was quadrupled after 
Neil Bogart, the president of Casa- 
blanca Recording Company heard 
it. It soon became one of the top 
played disco records in history! 

Many thought shed ooh and 
aah her way through a couple of 
fast hit records and then vanish 
from the record world. But on each 
subsequent release she showed her 
versatility by coming up with some- 
thing that cant effectively be 
copied. 

So even though publications have 
tried to outdo themselves by com- 
ing up with names for her music 
such as "sex rock," this lady is 
more than a sex queen. She's an 
innovative song writer who has 
left her mark on the pop/disco 
scene. Right Onl 
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As | look back on the year 1976 
and the Soul Train show, 1 

have witnessed and been a 
part of many things. | have had 
some great times on the show 
and in this article | would like 
to share with you some of the 
“T” | have been a part of and 
some of the personalities | 
have been involved with. 


THE SOUL TRAIN SHOW 

One of the best shows on television. 
When I was first brought on the show 
by Don Campbell & Damita Jo Free- 
man, I came on there to dance. That 
was my main reason then and it's 
still my main reason now. I wasn't 
brought on to try to be grand, or be 
a TV star, or a camera hog, or think 
I'm better than anyone else, or to out- 
dress anybody, etc. My main concen 
was to come on to dance, have a lot 
of fun and meet some beautiful 
people. 


Some of the most beautiful, finest, 
sexiest, hippest, baddest, nicest, cutest, 
group of brothers and sisters I have 
ever had the pleasure of dealing with. 
I hear a lot of negative untrue things 
about the gang, like we're a bunch of 
freaky people, we're all on ego trips, 
we are all jealous of each other, we 
don't get along, we are hung up on 
ourselves, etc. ... I have always con- 
sidered the gang my family and just 
like any family group nothing's per- 
fect. I like everybody on the show, 
although I have my favorites. Instead 
of criticizing I try to get along with 
everybody. Being with a together 
group of people this large anything 
can happen and it ees does. So 
sit back, relax and let me get out my 
file box of "T" and give you the news 
on some of the dancers, entertainers, 
and just plain folks that have been 
part of my Soul Train experience... 


PAIN—PARADISE— 
PARLIAMENT —PAYNE (Freda) 
—PENNIES—PHILHARMONIC— 
PHILLIPS/JAMES PHILLIPS 


JAMES PHILLIPS 


If you want to have some fun or a 
lot of laughs—call up this brother. I 
met James through Pat Davis and 
when we go out together we always 
have a great time, and you ane 
see some of the impressions of the 
Soul Train gang that James has mas- 
tered, 


PIPS—PITTS—PLEASURE— 
PLUCK—POINTER (Sisters)— 


POITIER (Sidney)—PROCESS— 
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PROCTOR/TYRONE PROCTOR 
TYRONE PROCTOR 


Most of my best friends are women, 
but Tyrone is my favorite male friend. 
I will never forget our first meeting, 
Tyrone was dancing at a popular 
disco, Mavericks Flat, and I said, 
“Boy, he can really dance good.” Af- 
ter he finished I went over to intro- 
duce myself and before I could say 
“Im Joseph Chism,” Tyrone said, 
“You're that guy that dances on Soul 
Train. Then he started jumping up 
and down and hugging me and shak- 
ing my hand. After he calmed down 
he explained that he always wanted 
to dance on the show and he came 
all the way from Philadelphia to 
hopefully get that chance. Well, I got 
him on the show and the rest is his- 
tory and we have remained close 
friends since. We have had only one 
big knock-down drag-out argument 
and that argument has made our 
friendship even closer. 

When we rap there is no ego-trip- 
ping or somcone trying to outdo an- 
other person or bragging about who's 
got this. There are some things we 
don't agree on and we may even 
"read" cach other occasionally, true 
friends will do that. But no one or 
any group of people can break up our 
friendship. Tyrone is Tyrone and I 
respect him for it. He is my all around 


favorite running buddy and I'm lucky 
to have a friend like him. Hey, 
Tyrone, remember the G.M.? (It's a 
secret.) 


NASTY—NELSON (Ozzie & 
Harriet) —NEWMAN (Paul) — 
NIXON (Richard)—NOTORIOUS/ 
NOTORIOUS PASADENA BUNCH 


NOTORIOUS PASADENA 
BUNCH 


You are going to be hearing a lot 
about these fantastic people in my 
Soul Train column. I met them when 
Soul Train used to have auditions to 
decide what dancers to choose for the 
show. They are a unique group of 
people. Although they dance on the 
show, and dance well they are not 
really into dancing. They are mostly 
interested in modeling, designing, act- 
ing and being fashion consultants for 
different performers. The reason they 
are called the Notorious Pasadena 
Bunch is because the majority of them 
live in Pasadena, although a few have 
moved to L.A. like Carmen Davis and 
Thyais Via’s back and forth from L.A. 
to New York-modcling, of course. As 
for being Notorious, well, I don’t have 
enough room to really tell you, be- 
sides, they would Kill me (smile 
N.P.B.). But believe me they are No- 
torious. They also include Lawrence 


Jennings, Allen and Renee Crowder, 
Darrell Speights and a few others 
that can fit into their unique mold. 


AAA—AARDVARK— 
ABERCROMBIE/ 
VICKIE ABERCROMBIE 


VICKIE ABERCROMBIE 

I met Vickie when she was going 
to Washington High School. She has 
always dressed well and gives you a 
variety of beautiful hairstyles and she 
seldom wears a wig. She is the most 
stylish, fashionable lady on the show 
and we are very close. On top of all 
that, she is one of the nicest girls to 
talk to and a very interesting person. 


Damita Freeman still works with $.Т. gangers. 


HAMILTON (George) — 
HEPBURN (Katharine)— 
HEREDITARY —HERTZ—HIGH— 
HILL/SHARON HILL 


SHARON HILL 


She is one of the cutest dancers on 
the show. Г remember when Sharon 
first came on the show. Some of the 
girls were going off on her because 
she was wearing this wig and her 
hair was showing from underneath. 
Today she is considered one of the 
Soul Train Glamour Girls and I love 
her. Sharon also did a very big favor 
for me and I will never forget it. She 
is a very good friend of mine. 


CALIFORNIA—CALL ВОУ— 
CALM—CAMPBELL/DON 
CAMPBELL & The Lockers 


DON CAMPBELL 


I met popular Don Campbell at a 
discotheque and I also knew him dur- 
ing our good old high school days. I 
will never forget how a lot of people 
would laugh because he couldn't do 
all the in-dances as well as others. 
But Don didnt let it get him down. 
He made up his own dance and with 
the help of such ladies as FREDDIE 
MAXIE, PAT DAVIS and, especially, 
DAMITA JO FREEMAN, he made 
his dance а household word. To get 
the Locker dancers together he went 
through a lot of people, but he man- 
aged to get the best, which include 
Slim the Robot, Funky Penguin, Toni 
Basil, etc. I also remember when Don 
and the Lockers used to perform free 
all over L.A. so people could see their 
act and again people laughed at them 
because they said they were ríot get- 
ting paid for all that dancing. Well, 
the “Т” is the Lockers don't have to 
dance for free anymore. They have 
performed in Las Vegas, Lake Tahoe, 
New York, numerous TV shows; they 
have a commercial under their wing, 
a series, and talented Don Campbell 
has come up with the most influential 
dance since the twist. There is not 
one state in the Union that has people 
who dance that doesn't have some 
type of Lock dancing. Such super- 
stars as Sandy Duncan, The Osmonds, 
The Jacksons, Sly Stone, and even 
Diana Ross have Locked on stage. 
The Lockers style of dress (mod 
striped socks, derby hats, knickers) 
is still worn by the teenagers of 
America today. There are so many 
Lock groups and types of Locking 
that spring up each month: there is 
the New York Lock, Harlem Lock, 
Spanish Lock, Double Lock, and even 
the Fag Lock. АП of this because 
one brother who people tried to laugh 
at because he was only trying to get 
it together. Continued success to you, 
Don and the fabulous Lockers. 


CARROLL (Diahann)—CASSIDY 
(David)—CLARK (Dick)— 
CORNELIUS/DON CORNELIUS 


DON CORNELIUS 

I have always been impressed with 
Don ever since I met him. Not be- 
cause he is the first Black man to 
have his own successful syndicated 
TV show that he totally produces and 
directs. His television image and in- 
views for various news media have 
$ impressed me the most. He is 

riend and if ever I wanted to talk 
to him about a certain subject or give 
my advice or opinion about a certain 
matter, he has always laid aside a 
few minutes to hear what I have to 
say. Besides that, he projects a pos- 
itive television image that has long 
been needed. 


FIELDS (W. C.)—FITZGERALD 
(Ella) FONDA (Jane) —FOXX 


(Redd) —FRANKLIN/ARETHA 
FRANKLIN 


aE 


ARETHA FRANKLIN 


Lady Soul—When some of the Soul 
Train dancers were to perform with 
Aretha in New York, we were really 
nervous about meeting this soulful 
superstar, We even asked the gentle- 
man who picked us up from the air- 
port what was Aretha like? He said 
she was one of the sweetest persons 
you could ever meet and she is so 
down to earth. The moment we met 
Aretha she made us feel relaxed and 
it was like we had known her per- 
sonally for a long time (on records 
we all know her well). If there was 
any problems with uniforms, trying 
to find places for entertainment, or 
anything else we were not sure of, 
Aretha and her staff were always 
there with the answers. I always want- 
ed to visit New York (and I had a 
fantastic time) but meeting Aretha 
and family made the trip an unfor- 
gettable pleasurable experience... 


FRANKLIN (Ben) —FREAK— 
FREE—FREEMAN/DAMITA JO 
FREEMAN 


DAMITA JO FREEMAN 

This is the young lady who brought 
me on Soul Train. I met Damita at a 
discotheque and she is one of my 
closest friends. Damita has given me 
more advice and informed me more 
than anyone else about the enter- 
tainment business. She has always 
wanted to help people and she is the 
only Soul Train dancer that when jobs 
come up she uses different people so 
that they all can get that very impor- 
tant experience and can see that show 
business isn’t all glamour. In fact, 
the versatile talents of a lot of the 
dancers would have never been 
known if it weren't for Damita (al- 
though a few would never admit it). 
Damita can bring out the hidden tal- 
ents in just about anybody. I remem- 
ber when she was teaching me a 
dance routine, an hour later I replied, 
“Damita, I don't think I can get that 
step. I just can't do it." (What did I 
say that for?) Damita said, "Look Lil’ 
Joe, don't tell me what you can't do 
—youll learn it." Even her mother 
got on my case. She must have had a 
lot of confidence in me and you bet- 
ter believe I learned that routine. 
After that, Damita said, “See, Joe, I 
knew you could do it.". .. and Т make 
it a point not to say that to her again. 
She went off. She has done a couple 
of really big favors for me that I will 
never forget. Before I close Т would 
like to say that Damita used to school 
a lot of the dancers about things that 
were going on around them. Now 
these пе people are complaining 
about what Damita was rapping about 
a long time ago. I have а lot of re- 
spect for her and I am glad I was 
one of the few that listened... 


Пе 


REAGAN (Ronald)—REEVES 
(Martha/Vandellas)—RITCHIE 
FAMILY—ROGERS (Ginger) — 
ROSS/DIANA ROSS 


DIANA ROSS 

Not until Pat, Eddie, Damita, and 
I toured with Diana Ross did I really 
get a chance to really know Diana. 
She is really a hard worker and tour- 
ing with her and the dancers was one 


of my most happy experiences. “SEE 
SUPREMES 


Thelma Davis is usually Lil' Joe's partner. 


SOMETHING SPECIAL—SONNY 
& CHER—STREISAND (Barbra)— 
SUPREMES/SUPREMES 


SUPREMES 


Anyone who knows me and knows 
me well is aware that I am a big 
Supremes fan. I never realized that by 
the time I finished high school I 
would have every album they ever 
made and over 10 scrapbooks filled 
with pictures of the group. When 
they made their first appearance on 
the Soul Train show (Jean—Mary— 
Lynda) everybody on Soul Train kept 
it a secret from me until they arrived. 
(They said I might get too excited.) 
The Supremes have lost a few fol- 
lowers because of group changes, but 
I have always enjoyed them as a 
group first, then as individuals. As a 
group they are tops. I performed with 
them a few times at Magic Mountain 
in L.A. and jumped on stage in San 
Francisco and did a mean bump with 
Scherrie Payne. In high school I nev- 
er dreamed I would become friends 
with Scherrie Payne (so fine), Cindy 
Birdsong (a beauty and very nice), 
Diana Ross (a super lady), Mary 
Wilson (my all-time favorite, sexy, 
supreme Supreme) or any of the 
other talented ladies who make up 
Motown's most successful trio. The 
icing on the cake was when I got 
the chance to show them a few dance 
steps for their act. These ladies have 
never let me down. I will always be 


әда fan. 


Remember the classy outfits Pat Davis wore? 


T—TAYLOR (Elizabeth)— 
TEMPLE (Shirley)— 
TEMPTATIONS—TOUSSAINT/ 
YOLANDA TOUSSAINT 


YOLANDA TOUSSAINT 


I met Yolanda over five years ago 
through a mutual friend. A few weeks 
after we were introduced we were 
a steady couple. I will always love 
this young lady and she will always 
have a special part in my heart. There 
was a lot of temptation around us 
but our relationship stayed intact. We 
gave each other room to be ourselves. 
That's why at times I would go out 
by myself and she would too. But 
when we were together that's when 
I enjoyed her even more. When you 
have a free relationship such as this, 

eople are so quick to volunteer in- 
ormation and make up a lot of un- 
necessary rumors. But what these very 
tired people didn't realize is that Yo- 
landa always knew where I went 
because I told her myself. That's an- 
other reason why the relationship 
stayed together: we tried to be as 
honest as possible with each other. 
Honesty seems to work in most cases. 
Yolanda is now in San Francisco do- 
ing her own thing, but the feelings I 
have for her haven't left. We have 
had some terrible attitudes and ar- 
guments, like any other couple, but 
the good times make you forget those 
sad days and Yolanda has given me 
much more than I could have ever 
expected! 


DADDY—DAFFY DUCK— 
DANCE—DARK CONTINENT— 
DAVIS/PAT DAVIS 


PAT DAVIS 

The moment I laid eyes on this girl 
my heart started beating fast. I have 
always had a secret little crush for 
Pat Davis. She has a nice appearance: 
А lot of the Soul Train girls would 
copy Pat’s style in the early days of 
Soul Train and some still do. Pat 
Davis alone has influenced more girls 
all over the United States on clothing 
styles than any other Soul Train per- 
son. Pat proved you don't have to be 
tall to look good in clothes. She is fun 
to be with: In New York we hit some 


very hip discos from Greenwich Vil- 


lage to downtown New York, we went 
to movies, rapped with some brothers 
and sisters in Harlem. Whether we 
are sitting at a restaurant talking or 
getting down at a disco, Pat never 
gets boring. She dances and, boy, 
does she dance. On the dance floor 
she is unpredictable and great. Be- 
cause of her busy schedule I don't 
see her that often anymore, but those 
memories will always be there. Pat 
also did a very special favor and 
stood up for me and I will never 
forget it. THANKS PAT. 


Don Campbell is still in the Lockers group. 


Michael Henderson is still very handsome. 


This brand-new third edition 
of the STAR ADDRESS 
BOOK contains the most 
recent addresses of Movie 
Stars, Teen Stars, and Su- 
per Soul Stars available to 
us—over 400 in all! 
PLUS... 

The new STAR ADDRESS 
BOOK, Vol. 1 includes do’s 
and don’ts for writing fan 
тай... tips on how to write 
for tickets to a live TV show 
...and how to get into a 
film studio! 

If you really want your fa- 
vorite stars to receive your 
letters, don’t delay in order- 
ing your copy of the most 
complete and most updated 
Star Address Book around 
—STAR ADDRESS BOOK, 
Vol. Ш!! 


HURRY WHILE 
THE SUPPLY LASTS! 


Send me copy(s) of the 
STAR ADDRESS BOOK, VOL. III. | en- 
close $1.25 for each book ordered. 
Add 25¢ for postage and handling. 
(Outside U.S.A. send $1.75 per copy 
in international money order.) 
Name 1 ق‎ 
Address_ ————— 
City = = 
See E кы | 
Send to: E 
STAR ADDRESS BOOK, VOL. Ill. З 
Drawer L гә 
Hollywood, Calif. 90028 ul 
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ALL THE 
VITAL ИТЕУ. 


Ralph Tavares 

Age: 30 Height: 5’8” 
Weight: 141 

Place of birth: Waterbury, Conn. 
Marital status: single 

Hobbies: scuba diving, golf, 

sky diving, football 

Zodiac sign: Sagittarius 


Feliciano (Butch) 


Tavares 

Age: 26 Height: 5'9" 

Weight: 130 

Place of birth: New Bedford, Mass. 
Marital status: single 

Hobbies: martial arts, golf 
Instruments: piano, kalimba, 
harmonica, guitar 

Zodiac sign: Libra 


Perry (Tiny) 


Tavares 

Age: 25 Height: 5710” 
Weight: 137 

Place of birth: New Bedford, Mass. 
Marital status: married 

Hobbies: tennis, golf, baseball, 
and basketball 

Instruments: timbale, drums, 
congas 

Zodiac sign: Libra 


Antone (Chubby) 


Tavares 

Age: 28 Height: 5/815" 
Weight: 137 

Place of birth: Providence, В.1. 
Marital status: married 
Hobbies: golf, tinkering with 
antique cars 

Instruments: guitar, piano, 
drums 

Zodiac sign: Gemini 


Arthur (Pooch) 


Tavares 

Age: 29 Height: 5/9" 
Weight: 155 

Place of birth: Providence, R.I. 
Marital status: single 

Hobbies: golf, tennis, baseball, 
football and basketball 
Instruments: congas and drums 
Zodiac sign: Scorpio 


PHOTOS BY GIL GARNER 


НОМ 
WISE 

ARE YOUR 
EATING 


HABITS? 


TEST 
YOURSELF 
AND SEE! 


It’s bulge-making time 
again with so many 
holidays coming up. 
Are you able to resist 


temptation or do you 
“get down” at the dinner 
table? Take this 

test...and see!!! 


BY SHELL SLATON 


Yesterday you gorged yourself on that special holiday 

meal. Today you: 

a. Have another feast on the leftovers. 

b. Eat regular meals using the portions you're used to 
taking. 

c. Eat much less than is normal for you at mealtime. 


. It's two hours before you have to go to that dinner 


party tonight. Your family is sitting down to dinner 

now. You decide to: 

a. Eat with them and eat again at the party. 

b. Eat now, skipping the starches and eat again at the 
party. 

c. Skip eating now, and have dinner at the party. 

Уоште baking holiday cookies for your friends and 

family. There's quite a bit of batter left in the bowl. 

You: 

a. Get a spoon gobble it up. 

b. Share the batter with a friend or brother/sister. 

c. Cover it up and put it in the refrigerator 'till you 
make another batch. 


. It's the fifth day of your diet and you've already lost 


two pounds. As you sit down to dinner at a relative's 

house, they act hurt because there's not very much 

on your plate. To make them feel better you: 

a. Finish what you're eating and then take a second 
helping. 


b. Go back and put а little more food on your plate. 

с. Explain that the food is delicious but you can’t 
afford to go off your diet. 

5. That special someone is home for the holiday and has 
taken you to your favorite restaurant. He tells you to 
order anything you like. You decide to: 

a. Splurge just this once and order a rich tasty meal 
and dessert. 

b. Order a light meal and a heavy dessert. 

c. Order something light like omelettes or a salad, 
and for dessert you drink tea or coffee and gaze 
into his/her eyes. 

6. It’s your turn to wash dishes and you have to put the 
food away. It’s still warm and as you cover it you: 

a. Snack a little from each dish as you put it in the 
refrigerator, finishing off the small leftovers. 

b. Take a tablespoon of this and a tablespoon of that. 

c. Resist the urge and put it away without tasting it. 

7. You've been cool so far and have been eating reason- 
able meals. But tonight your stomach is growling while 
you're trying to sleep, and doesn't seem like it’s going to 
stop. To fix it you: 

a. Eat some turkey dressing or sweet potato pie left in 
the kitchen. 

b. Eat an apple. 

c. Drink a glass of milk, water, or juice. 

8. You are down to the size you'd like to be and some- 
one close to you comments that you're too skinny for 
their taste. You respond by: 

a. Deciding to eat more fattening things, and forget 
about watching your weight. 

b. Gain a few pounds until they are satisfied with your 
weight. 

c. Tell him/her that you like your size and that they'll 
have to get used to it. 

9. Your will power deserted you and the holiday appetite 
succeeded in attacking your waistline. Now you're 
five pounds overweight and you want to lose at least 
four pounds by the time your friend's disco set hap- 
pens in two weeks. If you don't you won't be able 
to fit into your best looking outfit. You: 

a. Eat a lot of your favorite foods this week, to get 
them out of your system then go on an extreme, 
eating-almost-nothing diet. 

b. Go on a diet seven days before the set, and dance, 
bicycle (plus any other regular exercise) as much 
as you can. 

c. Go on a diet fourteen days before and exercise 
every day. 

10. You're at a party and it hasn't started jumping yet. 
It's really boring at this point so you: 

a. Stand by the potato chip bowl and munch until the 
party gets going. 

b. Fix a plate of hors d'oeuvres and eat them very 
slowly. 

c. Get a glass of punch and strike up a conversation 
with a friendly looking person. 

11. Tonight you're sitting in the movie theatre and your 
date offers to buy you something to eat or drink. You 
say yes, "I'd like some": 

a. "Buttered popcorn, chocolate candy and a soda." 

b. "Soda!" And when your date gets back you munch 
out of his/her popcorn box. 

c. "Low-cal soda, please." 

12. You've been extra active lately and have lost too much 
weight. You don't like yourself at this size and you 
try to gain the weight back by: 

а. Gorging yourself with greasy, gooey foods, every- 
day. 

b. Eating a second helping at every meal. 

c. Slowly increasing your portions at meal time “ШІ 


you reach the desired weight. 

13. Something is cooking in the kitchen and it smells 
irresistibly good. When this happens you usually: 

a. Sneak a nice portion of whatever's smelling good 
and then eat it again when it's done. 

b. Take a little taste and then an even bigger taste 
when it's served. 

c. Wait until it's finished cooking and then have some. 

14. Someone has given you a box of chocolate candy as a 
gift. It’s the third box of chocolate candy you've re- 
ceived and you just finished eating the other two. You 
appreciate the gift and you: 

a. Eat it up too. 

b. Eat half and give the rest to your friends. 

c. Give the whole box to a friend, or a member of 
your family, once the giftbearer has left. 

15. Sometimes you're so busy that you skip breakfast 
lunch and dinner, grabbing only a candy bar, cupcake, 
or apple in between. This happens to you: 

a. All the time. 
b. Sometimes. 
c. Never. 

16. When you wake up in the morning, that delicious 
dessert is still in the refrigerator. It looks very tempt- 
ing and you: 

a. Eat it for breakfast. 
b. Eat it for breakfast along with orange juice. 
c. Save it for later in the day. 

17. No one will be able to cook dinner for you tonight 

because they have other plans. So you just: 

a. Skip dinner. ; 

b. Go to a hamburger stand and buy a malt and fries. 
с. Fix a well-balanced meal for yourself. 

18. Уоште studying for an exam and you're under a lot 
of pressure because it counts for half of your grade. 
Two days before the test, it makes you: 

a. Eat more than usual. 
b. Eat less than usual. 
c. No difference. Your eating pattern stays the same. 

19. You have a favorite fattening food and you eat it: 

a. For breakfast, lunch and dinner at least twice a 
week. 

b. For a snack everyday. 

c. Once or twice a week. 

20. Everyone is at the table for the holiday dinner. You 
finish your plate before everyone else and your 
stomach is full. They look like they'll be eating for at 
least twenty more minutes. You: 

a. Go back, fill up your plate and eat until they're 


finished. 

b. Take up your dessert or a second helping of some- 
thing. 

c. Stop eating, and just talk with them until they're 
finished. 


ANALYSIS 


The number next to each answer is the number of points 
you receive. Total up your score and see where you fit in: 

60-50—If you truthfully follow what you know, you're the 
type of person who gets through the holidays and the whole 
year with a healthy stomach that's in good shape. Your under- 
standing of the proper eating habits will save you from un- 
wanted calories and doctor bills. Eat On! 

49-32—Yov're a sensitive person and tend to let holidays 
and tension affect your eating habits. But you usually get it 
together in time, before things get out of hand. With just a 
little more concentration you can be in control of those tempt- 
ing situations. Try it, you'll like it. 

20-31--ІҒ5 time for you to make a big change in your eating 
habits. Work on eating regular, well-balanced meals and ad- 
justing to the holiday situations. Watch out for well-meaning 
relatives and friends who try to make your will-power weak. 
Although it may be hard at first, you'll find that it gets easier 
with time. Good luck! 
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"YOU'RE THE BEST 
HING THAT EVER 
ENED TO МЕ!!!” 


BY CYNTHIA HORNER 


hen you first look at them, 

they seem like such an un- 
likely combination: he’s over six 
feet and has a booming, deep 
voice, she’s slightly over five feet, 
very feminine looking, and has one 
of the most melodic-sounding 
voices ever heard. And they've got 
a new album out simply titled Bo 
and Ruth. 

Bo Kirkland and Ruth Davis 
were both products of very large 
families and influenced by gospel 
music. Their show business careers 
both started once they finished 
school, but that's where their sim- 
ilarities end. 

When asked how he got interest- 
ed in show business Bo (Michael 
James Kirkland is his real name) 
joked, “It was a way to get out of 
washing dishes as a kid. After I 
was 12, I lost all interest in singing 
because I liked baseball, football, 
and girls" laughed the Yazoo, 
Mississippi born 30 year old man. 

He became interested in music 
again once he was in college and 
when his brother Bob started his 
own record label, the brothers were 
mildly successful in releasing four 
singles and a couple of albums. It 
wasnt until he signed with the 
Claridge label in 1975, however, 
that he had a single, "Grandfather 
Clock,” that it seemed that he 
really might be successful. 

This Libran, born October 11, 
says of himself, "Tm the pinnacle 
which holds up the scales—because 
I don't swing." It's difficult to get 
this quiet and unassuming (in his 
own words) to make a serious 
statement; it's always very pro- 
phetic and humorous. As he sees 
it, "If you can make one laugh, it's 
the greatest gift in the world," he 
explained with dancing eyes. 

Michael James, the youngest of 
six children, says one of the rea- 


Bo Kirkland and Ruth Davis are like sunshine 
and rainbows. Their union on their latest 
Claridge album is soothing and pleasing!!! 


BO AND RUTH ARE LIKE COFFEE 
AND CREAM. WHAT’S SO 


GREAT ABOUT THEM IS THAT 


THEY’RE A PERFECT TEAM!!! 


Bo said he officially got involved in music 
when he attended a party and someone bet 


that he could sing. He tried it and liked it! 


sons why he likes music is the fact 
that it’s unparalleled by any other 
form of art. He added that a pic- 
ture has its limits to what it really 
means, but, “Music is the ultimate 
natural high. A blind person can 
experience music.” 

Bo, who grew up in Los Angeles, 
California, said that he апа his 
singing partner Ruth have some- 
times been compared to the late 
Tammi Terrell and Marvin Gaye 
duo. But they hope people will 
look beyond that comparison and 
see them both for what they really 
аге. 


RUTH WON A TALENT 
CONTEST 


Ruth Davis has been on the mu- 
sic scene since 1969 when she won 
“Soul Search,” a yearly talent con- 
test held by Los Angeles radio sta- 
tion KGFJ. Beautiful, bubbly Ruth 
is the perfect foil for rakish, teasing 
Bo who tries to get the best of her 
every time. She’s so cool and serene 
that he never really manages it. 
But he’s working on it. 

Bo says of his talented partner, 
“Ruth is one of the best things that 
has ever happened to me. Working 
with Ruth notes have come out of 
my mouth that I never knew I 
could utter. Songs we've sung de- 
pict man and woman's relationship 
in the world. In fact, our whole 
album is jampacked with experi- 
ences set to music." 

Although her future seems set, 
especially with this current music 
union with Bo, Ruth hasn't consid- 
ered herself having made it yet. 
With her Biblical upbringing and 
natural goodheartedness ingrained 
in her soul it is easy to see why she 
enjoys working with promising 
young singers. “Гуе got students 
whom I counsel. I give them a lot 
of voice therapy. Soul music sing- 
ers need to exercise because when 
you try to approach certain notes, 


there are times when you cant 
handle them. 

"Singers often sing wrong and 
approach songs wrong. For in- 
stance, in school you learn a cer- 
tain way. Lots try to get a low, 
gutsy sound. You can harm your 
vocal chords that way, it's called 
'vocal suicide, " she explained se- 
riously. 

Another reason why she finds it 
so rewarding to share her knowl- 
edge with others is that, "It irks 
me when entertainers are a neg- 
ative influence." 

Ruth was raised in Brush Is- 
land, Arkansas, in the heart of the 
Bible Belt. One of 15 children, she 
first learned about music sitting on 
her grandpa's knee once he was 
too old to help around the farm 
and she was too young. ^He was 
Bojangles personified; he played an 
assortment of instruments, most of 
them handmade, like a wall guitar 
or a washboard fiddle. He taught 
me to sing and he taught me a 
love for music that I will never 
lose," Ruth remembered. 


THEY SYMBOLIZE 
HONESTY AND REALISM 


This earthy songstress who loves 
jigsaw puzzles, says she always 
sang in the church choir which 
gave her the inspiration to venture 
into the music business. Starting 
out was a bit rough for her since 
she по longer had the encourage- 
ment from her grandfather to make 
her go ahead. But once she met Bo 
and Bob Kirkland, she once again 
had the prodding to do anything 
she wanted. 

With Bo working right alongside 
her for the time being, it's as if 
they were meant to be. “Bo and I 
symbolize honesty and realism," 
she said. "It's a much better feeling 
than being in a room full of peo- 
ple and when the lights go out, 
youre all alone,” she stated. 

“And it takes a good coach or 


producer,” Bo went on to say, “to 
get the best out of us. A good pro- 
ducer is like a good dentist. He 
extracts the best and then it doesn’t 
hurt so bad,” he finished frankly. 

And when you hear the beau- 
tiful music this combination makes, 
you will agree... it doesn't hurt 
your ears at all to listen to them. 
Not one bit! 


This glamorous but sensitive Pisces said her 
grandfather showed her the show biz ropes: 
soft shoe, voice, etc. “Не was such a help.” 


Although very glamorous and beautiful, this 
young lady spends most of her free time aid- 
ing other young people interested in careers. 
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THE ORIGINALS 


tt hat a difference a hit 

makes,” is a feeling many 
artists share when their career is 
on the upswing, but Freddie Gor- 
man of the Originals is expressing 


LTD 


TD is a new group, right? 

Wrong. LTD has been record- 
ing tunes with A&M records for 
three and a half years! Unless you 
were lucky enough to see them in 
concert two years ago with the 
Average White Band, the Isley 
Brothers, the О’]ауз and K.C. and 
the Sunshine Band, you probably 


this sentiment loudly: with -the 
group's hit single "Down To Love 
Town" kicking up around the 
country. Я 

Their current hit, a zesty up- 
tempo number is taken from their 
album, Communique, which also 
contains some spicy numbers, ac- 
cording to Motown representa- 
tives. In fact, this tune has been 
hitting the tops of disco charts all 
over recently which shows that 
older groups can compete very suc- 
cessfully with the new groups 
which capitalize on the current 
disco craze. 

"Down To Love Town" is really 
the Originals first major hit since 


never even heard of LTD before 
their latest hit record, “Love Bal- 
lad 

Things started happening for 
LTD when they were picked to be 
the latest project of the innovative 
producers Larry and Fonce Mizell 
(the two brothers who've recorded 
Donald Byrd, the Blackbirds and 
Bobbi Humphrey). When they 
mixed their production skills with 
the musical talent of these ten mu- 
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the days when they were known 
for tunes like “Baby, I'm For Real,” 
and “The Bells,” which are just a 
couple of songs they've done in 
their eleven-year history. 

Just who are the Originals? They 
are Freddie Gorman, Hank Dixon, 
Walter Gaines, and Ty Hunter. 
They've backed a number of artists 
including Marvin Gaye and Diana 
Ross. But with their new album 
out, the group wont be backing 
anybody else for awhile, they'll be 
too busy touring themselves! 

So as you can see, this male 
quartet has been patiently waiting 
its turn and now its here. Nice 
guys can't finish last! 


sicians a really together album was 
born called “Love To The World." 

Billy Osborne, one of LTD's two 
lead singers explains that, “Ву Love 
To the World we mean have fun, 
make love." And love seems to be 
what LTD's all about. Its even 
found in their name which stands 
for Love, Togetherness and Devo- 
tion. 

Billys brother Jeff Osborne is 
the other singer, and he also plays 
drums. He and his brother have 
been making music together for the 
last seven years. Billy, who plays 
several instruments, used to be the 
musical director for the Friends of 
Distinction. Jeffrey played drums 
with a number of well-known mu- 
sical artists, one being Smokey 
Robinson. 

The rest of the group includes 
Henry Davis on bass; Johnny Mc- 
Gee on guitar; Jimmy Davis who 
alternates among five keyboard in- 
struments; Carle Vickers on trum- 
pet, flute piccolo and soprano sax; 
Lorenzo Carnegie on saxes; Jake 
Riley, trombone and Abraham Mil- 
ler on tenor sax. 


DEBORAH ALLEN 


Н“ heart-shaped face was set 
off by the perfect ballerina’s 
knot she happened to have her hair 
pulled up in at the time of the 
interview giving her a classic and 
sophisticated look. Would you be- 
lieve this is the same person who 
played J.J.’s junkie thieving girl- 
friend in one of the “Good Times” 
episodes over a year ago? 

Actress Deborah Allen who is as 
brilliant as she is diverse (she grad- 
uated cum laude from Howard 
University), has been photo- 
graphed a tremendous amount in 
her short show business career. If 
you noticed one of the photos used 
in last month’s Right On!, you saw 
her partying with Michael Jackson, 
both of whom love dancing. In 
fact, many of you probably thought 
that was his girlfriend, but rest 
easy, she’s a newly married lady! 

She got her love for dancing hav- 
ing studied with the Houston Ballet 
Foundation and Ballet Nacional de 
Mexico, just to name a few of the 
schools she attended. 


DEWAYNE JESSIE. 


É you saw Sparkle, Bingo Long 
Travelling All-Stars, or Car 
Wash, you saw Dewayne Jessie. 
His most memorable role was in 
Bingo Long where he sensitively 
portrayed a silent (mute) brother 
named Rainbow who was the finan- 
cial manager for the All-Stars. 
Later in the movie, when he gained 
back the use of his vocal chords, 
many movie goers clapped like he 
had defeated a villain. 

This talented 25-year-old actor 
was born in Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia and caught the show biz 
itch from his brother, O.B. who 
had been in the business for a 
number of years. In high school 
he joined an acting workshop and 
continued acting on the side while 
he pursued a variety of careers: 
psychiatry, business law, and com- 
puter programming. 

Then one day he said to him- 
self, “Wait a minute, why not be 
serious and do it (acting) for real?" 


If you keep up with commer- 
cials, you might have seen her in 
the 15 she's made, including a 
Pampers diaper commercial. The- 
atrical buffs recall her from the 
original company of Raisin and in 
George Faison's dance company. 
And if you like TV specials, you 
may have caught her recently star- 
ring in the innovative "Three Girls 
Three" show. 

This Houston-born miss who 
stands 5/2” is the daughter of a 
woman who was nominated for a 
Pulitzer Prize іп the 1950's. Ex- 
posed to as much culture as pos- 
sible at an early age, Deborah and 
her brother and sister are all in- 
volved in some aspect of show 
business. 

Her advice for people interested 
in the business is, "Have the au- 
dacity to go up to stars and ask 
them questions, but you must do 
it with style, you cant offend 
them." She also advises people to 
do a lot of hustling. She does, even 
though she's had some tremendous 
breaks because she feels she's just 
at the beginning of her career! 


FOE ORK oC 


Thats ies things started jumping 


for him. His first movie, Halls of 
Anger brought him a variety of TV 
show appearances on “Bill Cosby,” 
“Love, American Style,” “Medical 
Center,” “Police Story,” as well as 
the “Scott Joplin King of Ragtime” 
TV special. His list of movie credits 
is just as long. 

Of these two mediums he says, 
“I like movies better than TV be- 
cause movies give you a chance to 
really get into the character. It’s 
like TV is a skeleton and movies 
are the body.” 

While he talks, he moves around 
a little, like a car engine ready for 
take off. With all that energy you'd 
think he was into sports. But he's 
not. He plays some tennis though, 
*because its a mind thing." 

In his spare time he enjoys read- 
ing poetry and scriptwriting. He'd 
eventually like to get into directing. 
Right now, however, he's concen- 
trating on “perfecting my craft.” 
And since he’s one of the best, that 
means hell be even better! 


BY CYNTHIA HORNER 


hats Funk? According to 

Parliament, Funk is “Fun” 
with a "K." And that's exactly what 
the Parliament/ Funkadelic P-Funk 
Tour is all about. 

A new stage setup has been 
created for Parliament at over the 
cost of $275,000 as the first step 
in the Parliament/ Funkadelic Earth 
Tour 1976-77 A.D. Its not just 
music. It's a funk opera based on 
the idea of extra-terrestial beings 
(maggots) cc aing to earth іп 
search of the .unk. 

This new P-Funk opera is com- 
plete in three acts, beginning with 
the “Mothership Connection" in 
which Dr. Funkenstein who is over- 
lord George Clinton, comes to earth 
to see what the earth-man had 
done with the gift of pure funk. 
Acts two and three deal with what 
happens when Dr. Funkenstein 
finds out that man either hasnt 
got the funk, or doesn't know how 
to use it! 

Does it sound crazy? It makes 
plenty of sense when you see it 
on stage 'cause George Clinton is 
a mastermind creator but you can't 
fully appreciate it 'til you see it for 
yourself like Right On! did when 
flown to New Orleans, Louisiana 
to witness the landing of the 
mothership into the Municipal Au- 
ditorium. 


The lavish P-Funk Stage setup, 
designed by Jules Fischer, takes 
over 15 hours to set up. There are 
at least 100 people for the show, 
75 who tour, and 22 additional 
stage hands hired in each city it 
arrives in. Youll know its the 
P-Funk Tour rolling down the 
street if you see four 45-foot semi 
trucks, three busses and a Win- 
nebago van. 


SCHIZOPRHENIC ROCK 

The P-Funk setup is very color- 
ful and elaborate, sparkling up 
Parliament's act which was begin- 
ning to drag a bit even though 
the Mothership Connection album 
recently turned platinum. The 
songs on the new album Clones 
of Dr. Funkenstein are faster 
tempo, which contributes greatly 
to the mood of the show. 

Exactly what is Parilament/ Funk- 
adelic, and how does everything 
relate? Well, the Parliafunkadelic 
thang is not just the typical soul 
or rock band, it’s funk rock. Clinton 
has blended his schizophrenic na- 
ture into these two groups, Funk- 
adelic which serves primarily as 
the instrumental part of the act, 


and Parliament which does most of 
the vocals. They record at different 
companies (Warner Brothers and 
Casablanca ) but join forces in con- 
cert. 

Confusing? Youre supposed to 
be confused. George Clinton has 
a masterplan which will be re- 
vealed little by little in each of 
his albums. You may not know 
what he's talking about right now, 
but someday, you will. 

WHAT'S THE 
FUNK ABOUT? 

The first act of Parliament's Funk 
opera, "The Night of the Thum- 
pasorus Peoples," deals with pre- 
historic man and his gift from the 
gods (Dr. Funkenstein): the se- 
crets of the universe, P-Funk. The 
misuse of this gift causes Dr. Funk- 
enstein to repossess it. The secrets, 
along with an invasion force of 
clones led by Starchild (remember 
the song?) are placed into pyramids 
until man is ready to take over 


the responsibility for the power of 
P-Funk. 

Act two begins with Dr. Funken- 
stein discovering Supergroovalistic- 
prosifunstication, the method by 
which P-Funk can be drawn out 
of man’s memory banks, forcing 
him-to “give up the funk” whether 
he wants to or not. 

In act three, “The Clones of Dr. 3 
Funkenstein,” has the good doctor nk? Wait till you hear 
returning on the mothership to ге- ie “P-Funk” number this group does. Even 
awaken the clones, realizing his whens they ve) finished) the, number, they re 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE still feelin’ it, they admitted later!!! 


George Clinton got down with his music which 
ranges from African to R&B to space-odyssey 
funk. If you couldn’t feel it, he told the au- 
dience to get up and go back home. But the 
crowd was wild and after that, no one sat still. 


at 
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The stage setup was over $275,000 but it’s 
worth every cent. It’s an unbelivable thing. 


Bootsy and the Rubberband were bad! Cas- 
рег, as his alter-ego excited fans when f 
“Stretchin Out,” came on. Can you dig him? 


George Clinton is rapidly becoming an idol. 
The record company calls him a “genius!!!” 


Я dream of saving the dying world 
> of funklessness. 

The finale brings the entire cast 
> out on stage for a resounding “Give 
О Up The Funk” chorus and from 
then on they're in a state of ecstasy 
known as P-Funk heaven. And the 
message George Clinton leaves 
manking is, "Funk is its own 
reward!" 


TINUE 


One of the P-Funk Tour's first stops was New 
Orleans and the crowd went really crazy. 
They practically charged onto the press bus 
hoping to get a glimpse of the P-Funk groups. 
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QUIT 


DO YOU KNOW WHO THESE TWO BOYS ARE? 
IF YOU GUESS CORRECTLY, THEN YOU'RE VERY OBSERVANT! 
IF YOU REALLY DON'T KNOW, SEE PAGE 79!!! 
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amv IS!) look out for the number one 


brother, 23 year old George, 
'cause he's still "free and single" 
and available to you when you fly 
to California for a whole week- 
end if you're the lucky winner of 
the "WIN A DATE WITH GEORGE 
JOHNSON CONTEST"! 


CONTEST RULES 


Contestants must be at least 16 years old by March 1, 
1977 in order to enter. There is no age limit. Please sub- 
mit a photo and explain in 50 words or less why you think 
George should remain “free and single." Winners will be 
selected by the Brothers Johnson, Right On! Magazine 
Staff, Beverly Giddens (Brothers Johnson Fan Club Pres- 
ident), and Ed Eckstine (Personal Manager). 


/ Winner will receive free record albums and other prizes 
which will be announced in future issues. Contest Dead- 
line is March 1, 1977. 


VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW 


8 

Date of Birth 
Address. 
City & State. 
Zip Code. 
Telephone. = = 
(Area Code) I 

Hobbies/Interests 
Signature of Parent or Guardian if Under 18 


Send your entries to: 
Win A Date Contest/7060 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 800/Hollywood, Ca. 90028 
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WHEN 
YOU SIT IN ON A 
PHOTO SESSION 
WITH JIM, 


STRANGE THINGS 


ARE BOUND 
TO HAPPEN 
AS YOU'LL SEE! 


BY SHELL SLATON 
PHOTOS BY KENNY LIEU 


im Kelly steps into the photog- 
rapher's studio, goes directly to 
the mirror and begins patting his 
I am. The greatest 
celebrity tennis player in the U.S." 
It sounds like ап announcement. 
Then he glances over his shoulder 
and orde Put this down, I just 
beat Bill Cosby in the final of the 
Tennis ebrity Championship 
and ived the Best Celebrity 
Tennis Player Award.” 

Egotistica 
doesn’t speak of himself in the ar- 
rogant, “I’m so cool,” way that Fred 
Williamson does. Rather, he volun- 
teers the information as if he’s 
really glad he did it and you're 
someone he’s sharing his happiness 
with. 

He picks up his $230 graphite 
tennis racquet and goes through 
several tennis positions, concentrat- 
ing on the camera as if it were the 
ball. He moves quick, and precise, 
showing no signs of the sprained 

ikle he once received while play- 
ing tennis. After a few minutes he 


built by eight kar 
daily, early morning jogging. 

In fact, he claims he was jogging 
in Chicago when he was kidnapped 
by some people for several weeks, 
causing the press to speculate over 
his disappearance, a couple of years 
ago. Yet, the way his face is trying 
not to laugh as he tells you, “No, 
really. It’s true, Fm not kidding,” 
44 


Tennis anyone? Don't be deceived by his 
friendly looks, he's a devil of a tennis pro. 


keeps you from believing him. 

There are occasionally reports 
of 26-year-old Jim Kelly being 
mobbed by a crowd of female fans. 
But a kidnapping? 

“Why didn't you tell the press 
this before?" (His original explana 
tion for the disappearance was that 
he'd taken a quiet vacation to es- 
cape the pressures, and relax for 
a while. 

"I didn't mention this before be- 
cause my kidnappers made me 
promise not to tell." 

He's now wearing a green shirt 
with orange and yellow flowers and 
is giving the camera alluring loo 
While he's peering seductively into 
the lens, he says that he's starved 
and asks for the name of a good 
place to eat that's nearby. When 
he hears the suggestion of a pan- 
cake house he looks aghast. 

“No, I can't go there! I ate so 
many pancakes when I was little 
that I couldn't eat another pan- 
cake if I wanted to. Never" He 
laughs and then explains, “I’m very 
particular about what I eat. I don't 
even like hot spicy food. I prefer 
to eat food as natural as possible." 

As he gives more debonair ex- 
pressions to the camera, the pho- 
tographer finishes shooting the roll 
of film and then stops to change. 
Jim steps off the paper backdrop 
and lets out a sigh, "Phew!" He 
answers your questioning look with 
a short conf n. "Tm actually a 


It’s an unusual ation to hear 
from someone who makes as many 


Па. He's been to Hong 
Kong, the Bahamas, the nary 
Islands off the coast of Africa, and 
just returned from Kingston, Ja- 
maica. 

Back home in Los Angeles, to 
the disappointment of many karate 
students, Kelly has closed down his 
karate school. “I did it because I 
want to give 100% of my time to 
the movie industry.” This 15 evi- 
dent, because after completing his 
latest movie, Black Samurai, he 
immediately began producing an- 
other movie called Blazing Dragon. 
When asked what he does in his 
spare time, he sz “Oh, I fool 
around.” And his soft, low voice 
combined with the mischievous 
smile lets you know that he’s really 
not as shy as he says he is. 
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PHOTOS BY KENNY LIEU 


Н= you ever wondered what it 
would be like to spend about 
24 hours with one of the most 
famous young singing groups in 
the world? Well, the Right On! 
editor recently had that oppor- 
tunity when she accompanied the 
Sylvers family on a gig to Fresno, 
California, near the San Francisco 
area. 

When you plan to travel by bus, 
you have to get up awfully early 
so departure time was set for 5:30 
a.m. from the Sylvers’ home in 
Palos Verdes, California. Many of 
you may wonder how anyone can 
function that early in the morning 
but the Sylvers are used to that 
sort of thing nowadays. 

Mrs. Shirley Sylvers greeted 
visitors to the door with a friendly 
smile, and practically a coffee pot 
in one hand and a frying pan in 
the other. That is to say, she was 
trying to rustle up some breakfast 
and fill everyone with a hot bey- 
erage to start off the trip! 

The trip started off with the 
Sylvers hurriedly running about 
dhe house getting their clothes and 
belongings together. А suitcase 
stuffed with all the uniforms and 
an iron lay on the floor awaiting 
their packing into the Greyhound. 
bus compartment. Finally, the six 
members of the band appeared, so 
the group, body guard, road man- 
ager, and press members hopped 
aboard. 

Mrs. Sylvers has seen her chil- 
dren off on hundreds of trips but 
she never fails to wish them luck. 
"Have a good concert,” she urged 
as she gave Foster a goodbye kiss. 
Clutching his football, the 14-year- 
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CONTINUED 
old teen star scrambled onto the 
bus while his mother returned to 
the rest of her household duties. 

Once on the bus, most of the 
Sylvers party was out like a light. 
As usual, they hadn't gotten a 
whole lot of sleep the night before 
and having traveled so much, 
they've become quite adept at 
catching shut-eye in all kinds of 
positions, on all. kinds of trans- 
portation. Olympia, Pat, and Angela 
kept their hair in rollers with 
scarves around them, and as they 
were wearing comfortable clothing 
like jeans, they relaxed and curled 
up as the bus rolled off. 

The male Sylvers were more 
active however, or at least Ed- 
mund, Ricky, and Foster remained 


CONCERT SHOTS 
BY PETER VISER 
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ANGELA 


LEON 


FOSTER 


EDMUND 
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awake! Ricky spent most of his time 
up front rocking back and forth 
in his seat listening to tunes from 
a tape player and so did Foster. 
In fact, Foster, always active, was 
up and down, wandering, down 
the aisle of the bus in excitement, 
sometimes being shushed by an 
older brother who thought he was 
too noisy. 


THE OLDER FELLAS 
“CRASHED!” 

Big Lee appropriated the back 
seat for himself and stretched out 
comfortably where he remained 
the whole trip. Pat sat up thought- 
fully staring into space, while 
James slept, waking only now and 
then to brush away buzzing flies 
that tickled his nose. Angie talked 
to whoever happened to be awake 
in her section of the bus. 

Later that morning, as the des- 
tination grew near, Foster began 
to get hungry and started ran- 
sacking the contents of the food 
supply. Then with the manner of 
an airline steward, he walked up 
and down the bus aisle thought- 
fully asking others if they were 
hungry or thirsty. As they munched 
hungrily on their mothers fried 
chicken and drank punch or water 
from their individual water jugs 
which they carry wherever they 
travel, the Sylvers began to perk 
up, and from then on, any un- 
specting person was fair game for 
the playful family. 

If you weren't careful, you were 
hit with flying objects which were 
being thrown around the bus in 
jest. So eventually, everyone was 
awake and joining in the fun. 
You'd: never believe they were the 
same family who performs in such 
a show business-like way up on 
stage. Jokes were exchanged and 
the noise volume grew. In fact, 
they were just like any other av- 
erage family. 

Once Fresno was reached, the 
bus headed toward the county fair 
where the Sylvers were to perform 
that day at five and then again at 
eight. Since it wasn’t even noon 
yet, the instruments were unloaded, 
dressing rooms found, and then 
road manager/cousin Terrel Ray 
ushered the youngest three, Angela, 
Pat, and Foster off for their three 
hours of schooling. There was a 
little bit of groaning but the Sylvers 
know how important it is to take 


care of business, so the three of 
them went off to study very cheer- 
fully while the other five simply 
enjoyed spending some time out 
of doors. 


LOVE AUTOGRAPH 
SEEKERS! 

As the Sylvers family is a very 
recognizable group, it was no sur- 
prise to them when some of the 
school children who were taking a 
field trip to the fair, shyly came 
up and asked for autographs. Even 
fair workers who were used to 
different groups appearing every 
day couldn't resist hanging around 
the area with great interest. 

Autographs were signed with 
care and the Sylvers graciously 
answered questions and carried on 
conversations with fans, never 
seeming to get tired of discussing 
the same subjects or writing their 
names on fair posters. As a mother 
herself, Olympia took a maternal 
interest in her share of fans and 
was rewarded by adoring looks 
as she asked each person, "What 
is your name, baby?" so that the 
messages would be more personal. 


As the day progressed (and 
Angie, Pat, and Foster remained 
in the "school room" doing home- 
work) the older fellas who didn't 
always share Olympia's content- 
ment for peace and quiet in the 
warm sun, went off to play foot- 
ball and wander around the fair 
grounds. As it was still early in 
the day, they were able to walk 
around freely with few people 
knowing that they were enter- 
tainers. 

Once the three school-age Sylvers 
emerged from the dressing room 
which served as "class," Foster im- 
mediately wanted to join in a foot- 
ball game. This activity was cut 
short by a woman who followed 
them wherever they played and 
tried to prevent them from playing 
on the grass. They stopped play- 
ing altogether without too much 
fuss rather than cause a big scene, 
so several of them went over to 
the stage area to rap with fans and 
practice their instruments. 

Foster spent the rest of his day 
signing autographs and talking to 
fans and posing for a few pictures, 
although a careful eye was kept 
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on him the whole time since he 
could easily get injured by over 
eager young ladies. Eventually he 
joined his brothers and Pat on 
stage where they moved to their 
respective instruments and jammed 
for a while. 

True lovers of show business, 
the Sylvers’ excitement mounted as 
the time for the first show drew 
near. You could hear the sounds 
of feet tapping in the men's dress- 
ing room and you knew that Leon, 
James, Edmund, Ricky, and Foster 
were going over some of their steps 
as they waited to go on stage. In 
the ladies’ dressing room, Olympia’s 
hair which had previously been 
bundled up in rollers, was sud- 
denly allowed to tumble free, at- 
tractively about her shoulders. Pat 
and Angie also spent a lot of time 
before the mirror fixing themselves 


up. 

FOR THE INSIDE SCOOP 
ON WHAT HAPPENED 
DURING THE CONCERT, 
SEE PART ІІ NEXT MONTH! 
DON’T MISS IT!! 
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DIANNE? 


Since so many of our RIGHT ON! readers have written in asking us to advise them in solving their 
persona! problems — we have started an ASK DIANNE column as a service to our readers. Drop us 2 
line (in 40 words or less) telling us what your problem is — whether it’s how to refuse a date — boy 
girl relationships — what to do on a first date — whatever you may have difficulty getting answers to, 
and we'll try to help. This is just RIGHT ОМ! way of saying we care. Send all questions to ASK 
DIANNE—7060 Hollywood Blvd., Suite800 — Hollywood, Calif.90028 


HIT AND MISS ROMANCE IS FAILING! 


Dear Dianne: 

Im young and very much in 
love!!! Pm a female, 15 years old, 
and I go with an 18 year old. He 
says he loves me and I love him 
too but he wants to have sexual 
intercourse with me and I'm afraid. 
I see him like every one or two 
months and he hardly ever calls. 

What am I to do? I also found 
out that he was messing around 
with some other girls and I am the 
one who loves him. We had planned 
to get married some day because he 
said that I was the kind of person 
he was looking for. 

But at the rate we are going now, 
I don't know what is going down. 
He tells his friends everything that 
has happened between us. I need 
some advice soon! I love him and I 
don't want to lose him. Help! 
Losing a Lover 


Dear Losing a Lover: 

Even though your boyfriend talks 
of marriage, the fact that he doesn't 
call, only sees you once every two 
months and plays around with 
other girls, shows that he's not 
very serious about you. Having sex 
with him won't change this, and 
you'd feel even worse. If you did 
have sex with him, he'd probably 
tell his friends, and word gets 
around fast. Do you think you could 
stand it if this happened? 

He's not really considering your 
feelings and if you get any deeper 
involved with him you'll probably 
get hurt. Express your love in other 
thoughtful ways. If he leaves be- 
cause you won't have sex with him, 
consider yourself lucky. 


GIRLFRIEND CAN'T 
HANDLE MOTHERHOOD 


Dear Dianne: 

I am 17 years old, and I'm two 
months pregnant. I didn't want to 
get pregnant, because I wanted to 
wait until I finished school first. But 
now it's too late to think about it, 
so Гуе decided to have the baby. 
My boyfriend just proposed to me. 
But my parents don’t think I’m 
ready for marriage. I think I can 
handle marriage. Please help me. I 
really don’t want to have the baby 
but my boyfriend wants the child. 
Not Ready for Marriage 
Annapolis, Maryland 


Dear Not Ready for Marriage: 

Because our magazine works 
three months ahead of time, you 
are probably well on the way to 
having your baby. It doesn’t sound 
like you’re ready for marriage or 
motherhood. Perhaps you can ar- 
range to give the child your boy- 
friend’s last name, and maybe his 
family could take custody of the 
child. If not, you can put the child 
up for adoption if you don’t feel 
ready for the responsibility. You'll 
be unhappy if you jump into a life- 
long marriage contract just be- 
cause you're having a child. Be 
honest about your feelings with 
him. It will be better for the both of 
you in the long run. 


GIRL CAN'T STAND 


HER MOTHER 


Dear Dianne: 
I have to tell you that I can’t 
stand my mother. Sometimes I want 


to kill her. She wants me to get out 
of her life. I love my mother but 
she wants to put me in a shelter. If 
she loves me why does she want to 
do this to me? It may be because I 
have a bad temper and she's afraid 
that ГЇЇ lose it. My mother gets very 
sick. I don't have any friends. If I 
run away, ГИ get put away. My 
mother won't get me a bike and she 
won't let me go down south to see 
my grandmother. 

Bee-Bee 

Brooklyn, New York 


Dear Bee-Bee: 

Since your mother neglects you 
and treats you as if she doesn't 
want you, it's natural to feel the 
anger you have for her. Try having 
a long talk with your mother. Tell 
her that you love her, but since 
neither of you can get along, maybe 
she can help you find another place 
to stay that you would be happy 
with. Perhaps an aunt or an uncle 
will take you. As for getting a bike 
and going down south, she may not 
be able to afford either of these 
things. Try to be understanding, and 
if you show your mother that you 
can control your temper, you might 
be able to live with her on a more 
peaceful basis. 


“НОМ/ DO I GET 


OVER HIM?" 


Dear Dianne: 

I'm fourteen and I had been go- 
ing with this young man for three 
years until she came along and took 
him from me. I feel bad since I lost 
him. Now 1 hear the girl is preg- 


nant Бу him. Tell me what I should 
do. I like different boys, but I keep 
thinking of him. 

Confused 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


Dear Confused: 

It sounds as though your ex- 
boyfriend is seriously involved with 
his current girlfriend, and it’s best 
to leave him alone. It may take you 
a while to get over him, but give 
yourself time. Be friendly with 
other guys and pretty soon you'll 
find that special someone. Good 
luck! 


TEEN ACTS “TOO 
CHILDISH” 


Dear Dianne: 

I’m 15 years old, and I have a 
serious problem. A lot of my friends 
have been telling me that I act like 
a little child. They say I have a 
childish mind and that really makes 
me feel bad. Sometimes I feel like 
crying when they tell me. They’re 
not trying to be smart, just truthful. 
Even my father and boyfriend tell 
me the same thing. Now I just stay 
to myself because I don't have any- 
one to turn to and don't know where 
to go. Please help me. 

Puzzled 
Chester, Pennsylvania 


Dear Puzzled: 

What were you doing when they 
told you that you were acting child- 
ish? Ask them to be more specific. 
What is it that they think is child- 
ish? Do you throw tantrums? Gig- 
gle too much? Find out. It may be 
something you can change with 
just a little effort. If they can't be 
more specific and you can't figure 
out what it is, just relax. It takes 
some girls longer than others to 
grow into women. And when you 
finally do mature, you'll be a wom- 
an for a long time, so just enjoy 
being your age and yourself. 


HE DOESN'T WANT TO 
BE BOTHERED 


Dear Dianne: 

I am 15 years old and two 
months pregnant by my boyfriend. 
We've been going together for five 
years and we were always close be- 
fore my pregnancy. Now that I’m 
pregnant, he seems like he doesn't 


want to be bothered with me any- 
more. We never had arguments be- 
fore but now we are snapping at 
each other all the time. Hope you 
can help. 

Frightened 

Brooklyn, New York 


Dear Frightened: 

What is happening between you 
and your boyfriend is caused by 
the stress of your pregnancy. It's a 
lot of responsibility for both you 
and him to deal with, and it means 
that you'll have to make a big ad- 
justment in your lifestyle very soon. 
He may resent having to make this 
change and his touchiness is just 
his way of letting his feelings out. 
However, he probably still cares a 
lot for you, and it doesn't mean he 
likes you any less than before. 
Have a long talk with him about the 
changes both of you are going 
through and what you're feeling. 
Then discuss it with your parents. 
They'll be able to give you the sup- 
port your boyfriend isn't able to 
give at the moment. 


JUST TO BE CLOSE 


TO YOU... 


Dear Dianne: 

I'm 16 years of age and I’m deep- 
ly in love with my boyfriend. My 
friends know him better than I do 
and they're telling me to break-up 
with him. We are planning to get 
married in the near future and I 
want to be as close as I can to him. 
The problem is that I saw him with 
the girl he used to go with and I’m 
afraid he still likes her. That broke 
my heart, all I could do was to be 
with another boy. What should I 
do? I’m going crazy!! 

Help 
Milan, Georgia 


Dear Help: 

Consider what your girlfriends 
are telling you about your boy- 
friend, and then compare it with 
what you know about him, before 
you take it too seriously. Keep in 
mind that many girls will tell you 
to break up with your boyfriend 
and then turn around and go steady 
with him themselves. Just be glad 
he’s your boyfriend and don’t let 
other girls make you feel insecure, 
including his ex-girlfriend. When 
you see him with her, it doesn’t 


mean that he likes her more than 
he likes you. But if you get upset 
about it, he may reconsider. Be 
cool. 


TOO MANY HUSBANDS 


CAUSE PROBLEMS! 


Dear Dianne: 

I need your advice on some of 
my past marriages. I am 26 years 
old. I have been married three 
times and I’m going with this guy 
who wants to marry me. I have 
divorced my three ex husbands. 
Neither one of my three ex hus- 
bands know that I have been mar- 
ried that many times. They each 
think that they are the first and the 
last with me. My boyfriend doesn’t 
know that I’ve been married either. 
For the past three months every 
one of my ex-husbands has been 
writing me, saying that he loves 
me and wants to marry me again. 
I love them all and І also love 
my boyfriend. My boyfriend doesn’t 
know that I’ve been receiving these 
letters. And I don’t want to hurt 
him or my ex-husbands. I’m afraid 
that if they all meet up with each 
other there is going to be trouble. 
Every last one .of them is jealous. 
Please help me and advise; they 
all plan to visit me during the holi- 
days. What shall I do? 

Afraid and Confused 
Greensboro, Missouri 


Dear Afraid and Confused: 

The best you can do to keep them 
from running into each other is to 
ask them to call before they drop 
by so that you can plan your 
schedule. And although it may not 
be necessary to tell your ex-hus- 
bands that you’ve been married 
before, your current boyfriend 
would probably appreciate it if 
you’re honest with him and told 
him the truth about your other 
marriages. Doing this may keep 
you from getting into deeper trou- 
ble. If he really loves you it won't 
matter when he finds out. 


(4504440 
0088060000 
DUBBO 


ARE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO RIGHT ON!? GET HIP, START SUBSCRIBING TODAY AND 
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| FLASHBACK] VONETTA McGEE 


| 


SHE'S BEEN ON THE 
MOVIE SCENE A 
NUMBER OF YEARS 
AND IT SEEMS 
THAT HER BEAUTY 
AND TALENT BLOS- 
SOM TOGETHER!!! 


О" upon a time, not too long 


ago, a mechanic and a teacher 


= М 4 2 1 
in San Francisco had five kids, three d =: E T TTD 
boys and two girls. One of the little d Vonetta, along with Sidney Poitier, presents William Marshall was Vonetta McGee's lover Here she is expressively beautiful in the tur- 
БП seg Seay Regor чан iy Р award at gala affair she was asked to host. in Blacula, an exciting Black horror film. ban that she wrapped herself. Very creative! 


moved to Oklahoma and Mississippi 
where she enjoyed taking her grand- 
fathers mule and picking up her 
cousins who lived in the forest. But 
those childhood fairytale days are 
gone now and the little girl grew up 
to be Hollywood star, Vonetta McGee. 

She didn't start off being a star. 
After she graduated from San Fran- 
cisco State College, she met a man, 
and got engaged. She promised she 
would marry him after she took a trip 
to Europe. Well, that promise was 
broken, but not intentionally. How 


did she know that she would be dis- E М we Я PEU : 
covered at a party in Italy which " 7 xv ¢ .ї 5 gE Ж " ; 
would launch her into а career of А с te 


making movies? 9 , ч . Vonetta McGee and Max Julien greet friends, She has lots of hobbies but her favorites are 
Тег HOE лш Коше уаз сайса p s 4 Paula Kelly and Bernie Casey. She is starring cooking, sewing and designing. Here's exam- 
= > : A with Bernie in her latest movie, Brothers. ple of one of her original leather creations. 
The Big Silence. She made a few 
more flicks there and then moved to 
Hollywood where she starred in Me- 
linda, Blacula, Hammer, Motown 
9000, and Thomasine and Bushrod. 
Hollywood is also where she first saw 
her lover-to-be, Max Julien on screen. 
She sent out the word that she'd like 
to meet him. He got the message 
through the grapevine, called her up, 
said "Im coming over, baby," and 
they've been a loving duo ever since. 
Her latest movie venture is called 
Brothers. In this movie, a love story 
about Angela Davis and George Jack- 
son, Vonetta plays the leading lady, 
and Bernie Casey along with Ron 
O'Neal play her leading men. It will 
definitely be a pleasure to watch be- 
cause, not only is this ex-model beau- 
tiful, she also possesses mucho talent. 
Watch out! 
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| MARTHA AND HER 
` VANDELLAS' 


POPULARITY HAS NEVER. 


Wwe I was a teenager back 
in Philadelphia, I was raised 


| on a diet that consisted mainly 
of my mothers Italian food, and 


the spicy sounds of Martha Reeves 
& The Vandellas. So, seven years 
ago, if someone had tried to con- 
vince me that Martha would be 
sitting in my living room and we'd 


be discussing "the good old days," 
| it would've been beyond my wild- 


est dreams. 

But dreams do come true in 
Hollywood and 1 was finally given 
the opportunity to see just where 
Martha Reeves is coming from and 
what she's all about. It didn't 
surprise me at all to discover that 
she is a very together lady with 
a lot of love in her heart. 

Martha recalled that she was 
born in the South and grew up 
on the east side of Detroit. She is 


Martha Reeves is anxiously awaiting the re- 
lease of her new album which should surely 
establish her as a solo artist in her right. 


PHOTOS BY JAMES JEFFREY 


БЕНЛІЕШІН [SINGER 


from an enormous family of eleven 
children, plus her parents. Just as 
nearly everyone else in Detroit at 
that time, Martha belonged to 
many vocal groups. She could be 
found singing on the streetcorners 
at any time until, finally, she 
landed a job at Motown in the 
A&R department. 

The rest of her story reads like 
a fairytale: she was swooped from 
behind her secretarial desk and 
into the show-biz limelight as she 
and her Vandellas began doing 
background work at Motown 
which eventually led to a record- 
ing career of their own. 

Sipping a cool glass of iced tea, 
Martha recalled, “As the original 
Vandellas, Annette Bearde, Rosa- 
lind Ashford and I recorded a 
whole album with Marvin Gaye 
in 1961 which was released as 
Marvin Gaye and The Vandellas. 
In fact, we provided the vocal 
back up on his first hit “Stubborn 
Kind of Fellow.” Our first record 
as Martha & The Vandellas on 
Motown was “ГИ Have To Let 
Him Go” and it didn't really go 
anywhere. But then came “Come 
and Get These Memories” and 
that started it all for us!” That hit 
tune was followed by such soul 
classics as “Heatwave,” “Live- 
wire,” “Quicksand,” “My Baby 
Loves Me,” “Jimmy Mack,” “Love- 
bug Leave My Heart Alone,” 
“Honey Chile,” “Bless You” and 
countless others. 


But just as Martha апа her 
beaded Vandellas came into prom- 
inence, so did Diana Ross and her 
sequined Supremes. I wondered if 
Martha felt as if she were playing 
“second fiddle” at Motown to The 
Supremes? “No,” she quickly re- 
sponded, “because I believe that 
everybody has a chance to do 
whatever they can do with any 
company and we played our own 
fiddle. We were what Motown 
wanted us to be and we were as 
big as they wanted us to be.” Did 
she feel slighted in any way at 
Motown; did she feel that maybe 
she should've been “bigger”? 


This sexy lady says there have been over 20 
Vandellas throughout the career of the grou, 
Martha Reeves and the Vandellas. Imagine!! 


“When I’m on stage in front of an audience, 
| can just open up, express a song, show my 
heart, and maybe cry in public," she says!!! 


“I am bigger, Martha smiled, 
“Tm still moving and Im still alive. 
I didn’t go to Motown to learn 
how to sing and I didnt leave 
there in need of knowing how to. 
I am a graduate of the college of 
Motown. One of the reasons I dis- 
like doing interviews is because I 
am usually misquoted as saying 
bad things against Motown. With 
all that they did for me, how can 
I say anything bad about Motown 
when they helped put me where 
I am today. ГЇЇ always appreciate 
that and be grateful!" 

Unlike most female groups, 
Martha and the Vandellas were 
not ever really a group unit but 
rather, confesses the sultry enter- 
tainer, a lead singer and two back- 
up girls. Explains Martha, "I think 
that my decision to have back up 
singers was based more on a need 
for companionship in the begin- 
ning, as opposed to how well they 
could sing. That's where a lot of 
people got the wrong impression 


about the Vandellas. There are a 
lot of things that I won't even 
discuss because I don't think that 
I can fully explain it to you so 
that you'd know what went down. 
In other words, "you can't go 
backstage and enjoy the show." 

But since those particular shows 
were over anyway, I questioned 
Martha further about the Van- 
dellas, and with a refreshing hon- 
esty she frankly, and with that 
ever present smile continued, “Гуе 
had more background vocals do 
background and be called Van- 
dellas than the world will ever 
know. 


"Believe it or not there have 
been over 20 Vandellas. In fact, 
on our hit "My Baby Loves Me,” 
there were the Four Tops behind 
me and a group called The 
Adantes, and no Vandellas at all.” 
Besides the original Vandellas, the 
most well known were Betty Kelly, 
Lois Reeves and Sandra Tilly. “It 
hasn't really been a group,” says 
Martha, “since I was an employer 
of Vandellas all those years. Im 
just glad that I had the chance to 
create as many opportunities for 
as many girls Гуе worked with 
over the past 15 years. 

"Em proud that my voice has 
been dominant on all of the things 
youve heard as Martha & The 
Vandellas, whether it was really 
Vandellas back there, someone else 
or even me doing all three parts. I 
think that Гуе secured a vocal 
identity. In fact, I think that I 
sing better than I used to and 
that’s only because I’m trying to 
be better than I am." 

As if suddenly coming to a self- 
realization, her eyes brightened 
and she added, “Maybe that’s it! 
Maybe it's my desire to be a better 
performer this year than I was 
last year that keeps Martha Reeves 
standing on her two feet." 

It ended for Martha and the 
Vandellas as a Motown trio in De- 
cember, 1971, but, just.for the 
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REEVES!) 


= record, there will always be Van- 
dellas in name. In fact, “Martha 
Reeves & The Vandellas” just 
completed a smash gig at the 
Sahara in Vegas. “I will always 
have two Vandellas with me to re- 
create the sound that I am known 
for,” said Martha. 

After leaving Motown and, to 
all intents and purposes other than 
the need for vocal back-up, The 
Vandellas, Martha ventured on a 
whole new exciting solo career. 
She signed a recording contract 
with MCA Records апа released 
an explosive Lp produced by 
= Richard Perry. "But it didn't go 
© anywhere," 

“Ава І still don’t n^i what | 


"MARIA 


me a қайсы You can’t 
anything come between you 
your profession. When you go 
on that stage, everything else has 
to be somewhere else. 


“What is here right now p 
what is important is the charisma | 


and the magic that starts the 


minute that you are with your | 


people — your audience." Martha 
grinned as she recalled that many 


times she may not have had star 


billing on a show, "but when I 
came out on that stage, it was my 
stage, my people, my band and 
my time. Its а magic that happens 
when you have that right combi- 
nation of the audience, music, 
lights and а good show!" 

The chorus of "Tm Ready For 
Love" played in the. background 


as the singer continued, "I always | 


have an open mind and heart 
when I sing. It's more like praying 
to me than singing! 
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Martha sadly states, | 


And my per- 


Her start in show business is like a dream. 
ust picture sitting behind a desk and then 
being asked to sign a recording contract!!! 


hobbies include 


painting, bowling, playing tennis, . 


, writing songs and po- 

am convinced,” declares 

as Martha, “that I have 

SP is what you dream while 

your eyes are open and while 

awake. Its an inner feeling 

t supersedes reality and you 

just know "whats coming іп the 

future." She 5 also very deep into 

Transcendental Meditation, “which 

took me into myself and gave me 
а lot of self-knowledge. Its all 
about what you want for yourself. 

If you want to know more about 

yourself, then you work at it and 

you willl!” 

Mother .of a six-year-old son, 

Eric, “the blessing of my life,” 


_ Martha has some very good advice 


young people with dreams of 


being in show business, “I know 
they've heard it before but the 
most important thing is to stay in 
school. You have to have an edu- 
cation because it is impossible to 
be an illiterate singer these days. 
“A lot of the trouble I’ve had has 
been in negotiating contracts. You 
should know how to do that and 
you have to even know how to 
read music! As a matter of fact, 
I know a lot of musicians who 
received their basic musical train- 
ing in high school. Its the people 
who learn their lessons best that 
succeed fastest in this business." 


FEELS SHE'S 
ACCOMPLISHED 
MANY THINGS 
_ Martha admits that there have 
"been many lows as well as the 
show-biz induced “highs” іп her 
career, and, in 1972, she considered 


retiring, But, thanks to the en- 


uragement and love of friends 
and. fans, she decided to remain 
; business. Martha says, 
a lot of love for me in 
orld and I have a lot of love 
‚ back in return. There are 
reasons I stay in this 
know that discourage- 
‚ sometimes lead you to 
e and have you won- 
s this what I want??, 
ough my religious beliefs 
cational background I have 
le to keep on, and I don't 
e many days. 
— “I try to accomplish something 
every day. I feel that you have to. 
Гуе accomplished some things that 
wouldn't earn me a standing ova- 
tion, or make headlines in the 
papers, but they are exceptional 
accomplishments to me. For in- 
stance, I was delighted to finally 
learn to be patient. Patience is 
really a virtue and I have mas- 
tered the art of being patient. I 
consider that an accomplishment!" 
In the future, Martha Reeves 
plans to give us "more of the same, 
only of a better quality" Full 
speed ahead is her motto and she 
doesn't believe in looking back 
over her shoulder, "Why look back 
and say ‘too bad this happened’ 
ог 1 should have done that. I 
know that if I have success on 
my mind and I work at it, I can 
achieve success. Each situation 
brings on a new lesson and the 


only thing I can do is keep dealing 
with myself and continue to learn." 


100 SUPER 5 


COMPLE LE 


— FLIP WILSON — TEMPTATIONS — IKE & TINA TURNER — 
SMOKEY ROBINSON — EDDIE KENDRICKS ... 


AND MANY, MANY, MORE!!! 


Special Section of 
""| SOUL TRAIN GANG photos and 

|| info on DAMITA, TYRONE, KARL, 
and SHARON 


GET IT NOW!!! 


| 


АА 


SLY STONE — SUPREMES — STEVIE WONDER — MIKE EVANS — SIDNEY POITIER 
REDD FOXX — PAM GRIER — JIM BROWN — DIANA ROSS — ISAAC HAYES 
— CLIFTON DAVIS — CALVIN LOCKHART — MARVIN GAYE 


, В0-2-77 


а 

| KEEVA «Є 

THE BOOK CONTAINS ADDRESSES, PERSONAL INFO AND 
SHORT LIFELINES ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE STARS: 

JACKSON 5 — AL GREEN — BILLY DEE WILLIAMS — JIM KELLY — RAY CHARLES — 


Please send те - _ copy(s) of 
the ROCK & SOUL STARS SPECIAL. I'm en- 
closing $1.25 per copy plus 25$ for postage 
and handling. (Outside U.S.A. send $1.75 
per copy in international money order.) 


Please print: 


Мате” 


Address. == 


City.- = кенде 


State a Zip. 


Send to: Rock & Soul Stars Special 
Dra 
Hollywood, Calif. 90028 
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Ever wanted to receive а 
free gift or a phone call 
from the celebrity you 
admire the most? Well, you 
might be a lucky winner if 
you send your name, age, 
address and a photo if you 
have one, in care of Right 
On! Magazine/From Stars 
To Fans! Lucky winners are 
selected every month so 
choose your favorite 
celebrity carefully and send 
in today. Who knows? You 
might pick up the phone 
one day and find that your 
star is on the other end!!! 


Somebody in New York 
City, New York is blowing 
the whistle, and it’s not the 


police, it’s Eve Montgomery. 
And she’s letting everybody 
know that she got a gold 
whistle on a gold chain from 
Freddie “Воот Boom” 
Washington, Lawrence- 
Hilton Jacobs! He’s her 
number one star, and she 
was thrilled to receive her 
necklace. So thrilled that 
she leaves it on even when 
she’s taking a shower! 
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Fourteen-year-old Traci 
A. Burns isn’t an ordinary 
Haywood Nelson fan. She’s 
a lucky Haywood Nelson 
fan. Why? Because she was 
the only girl in her home- 
town of Amityville, New 
York to receive a genuine, 
recent, bonafide photo of 
Haywood, her favorite star. 
All her friends are asking 
where it is, but only Traci 
knows for sure. 


“You're My Love, My 
Life, My Soul” is what 
Janet Vanley is singing these 
days about Kevin Barnes. 
And that’s the name of the 
record he sent her by his 
group Jimmy Briscoe and the 
Little Beavers. She’s one 
lady in Stockton, Calif. 
that doesn’t have stars in 
her eyes—she’s got them in 
her ears! 


N 


A lot of Thelma Ann 


Gregg McDuffie is one 
sweet smelling brother these 


days! He’s been turning Mr. Cyril O'Mara Dirpen | Norwood’s friends think 
people on with the beautiful | is stylin’ for days in his she’s the best interior 
cologne that Irene Cara necklace from a beautiful decorator in Pichard, 

sent him as a gift. She lady who won his heart by Alabama. And they all want: 
wanted to send him some- singing in a group that starts | their rooms decorated the 
thing really nice because he | with ап S. Yes, that's right, same way. Meaning they all 
drew a striking picture of he got a gift from his want to have an exclusive 
her in pastels. And this is favorite star, Olympia photo of Jim Kelly on their 
her way of thanking him. Sylvers. When it came in walls the way she does. Yes, 
Well now Gregg is grateful the mail he said “Yazoo!” it’s true, Thelma received 
to her too, and he uses the which is also the name of his picture just the other 
cologne sparingly 'cause he | his city in Mississippi. Hope | day. One showing him іп 
wants it to last a long, long his main squeeze doesn’t his tennis outfit getting 
time. If you’re ever in freeze when she sees this ready to smash the ball. 
Miami, Florida, drop by and | gift from another woman Now with his photo, Thelma 
take a whiff. around his neck! will be the smash at the ball! 


SPECIAL OFFER! FOR RIGHT ON! READERS ONLY! 


You Can Receive Right On! In Your 
Home Now For 


Only $3.00! That’s right! The first and 
most exciting teen magazine of its kind is avail- 
able now by subscription for...only $3.00! 


BY POPULAR DEMAND | 


This special 6 month offer is being made to all our on sale at the newsstand! Each issue filled with 
Right On! readers. Just send in this coupon today photos, color posters, groovy games, pussies, inter- 
and receive every issue two weeks before it goes views and contests. Don’t miss out. Subscribe now! 


RIGHT ON! SUBSCRIPTION COUPON 
CHECK BELOW: R0-2-77 


Г] !wantto subscribe to Right On! for 6 months. | have enclosed the remarkably low sum of $3.00. 


PLEASE PRINT: 


SEND TO: NAME 
Subscription Dept. 
RIGHT ON! ADDRESS. 
Drawer L 


Hollywood CINC ZIP 
Calif. 90028 (Please include Zip Code for prompt service.) 
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Are You Suffering 
From A Case Of 
Loneliness?! Well 
Join The Pen Pal 
Bunch And Make 
New Friends All 
Over The World! 


Send your name, age, 
address, hobbies to: 
Right On! Pen Pals 
7060 Hollywood Bivd. 
Suite 800 

Hollywood, Calif. . 
90028 


Note: 
Hey, dig it...in case 
you've spotted your 


name among the pen 
pals, there's no need sit- 
ting around waiting for 
someone to write you 
first. If you see anyone 
listed that you'd like to 
correspond with... 
don't wait... Simply se- 
lect a name...start 
writing! (In other words 
just get it on!) 


When you submit your 
name to the pen pal list, 
yau'll be better off send- 
ing your name, age, zo- 
diac sign, your hobbies, 
likes/dislikes, and the 
kind of person you prefer 
to correspond with. In- 
clude sharp, clear black 
& white photo if you like. 


Keep in mind that should 
your name be printed in 
Right On! you'll likely re- 
ceive hundreds of pieces 
of mail. If you don't think 
you want to deal with the 
possible response, think 
twice before submitting 
your name! 

Also, if you are serious 
about corresponding 
with a pen pal, when you 
write that person, you'll 
probably get a faster re- 
ply if you send them a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope for their return 
correspondence with 
you. 


Sophia Lanier, 13 
Rt. 1, Box 177 
Williamston, N.C. 
Likes Sylvers, art and 


Suraji Mohammed, 18 
c/o Mohammed Habibi 
Mark’s Electrical Works 
P.O. Box 8869 


Denise Williams, 12 
805 West Street 
Beaufort, S.C. 29902 
Capricorn likes to sing. 


Belinda Kirkland, 18 
916 Linden Street 
Dothan, Alabama 
Pisces digs dancing and 


guys 13-15. Accra, New Town Ghana talking. 
Digs singing and 
corresponding. 
13 AND UNDER basketball. Capable Capricorn! Fine Mamas, Only! (14-20) 


Scorpion wants your letters! 
Sheila Jennings, 14 

779 Platt St. 

Bridgeport, Conn. 06606 


Send pix and get answered 
quick! 

a Jones, 12 

/abash 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45212 


Sagittarian answers alll 
Jackie Hatch, 12 
3123 Oberlin Ct. 
Springdale, Ohio 45246 


Everybody write. 

Becky Matern, 13 

320 N.E. 9th St. 

Eagle Grove, Iowa 50533 


Sings, bikes, and dances. 
Valerie Odom, 12 

6226 N. Woodstock St. 
Philadelphia, Penn. 19138 


Knits, crochets and plays 
basketball. 

Connie Moncia Buggs 
P.O. Box 194 

Edgefield, S.C. 29824 


Geminian plays tennis, 
baseball, swims and digs 
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Tina LaShondia Phillips, 13 
1512 East 4th St. 
Corinth, Miss. 38834 


Digs collecting posters and 
watching commercials. 
Bernard All, 13 

317 Spruce St. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 32204 


Responds to everyone! 
Hattie M. Green, 13 
Rt. 2, Box 257 
Centre, Ala. 35960 


Loves ice skating, photogra- 


phy and dressing up. 
Lisa Michelle Price, 13 
416 5. Poinsettia 
Compton, Calif. 90221 


Libra likes swimming, 
dancing, records and males. 
Teresa Solomon, 13 

4982 Vista de Oro 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90043 


AGES 14-17 


Good looking young men, 
16-18. 

Theresa Williams, 15 

45 Ormond St. 

Mattapan, Massachusetts 


Barbara Burrell, 17 
315 West Springs Ave. 
Ardmore, Pa. 19003 


Taurus writes fiction and 
plays baseball. Ages 15-16 
write: 

Edward Pollard 

440 S. Lake Park 
Chicago, Ill. 60653 


Nice young men, 15-17, 
write! 

Kim Thomas, 15 

8921 South Harper 
Chicago, Ш. 60619 


Loves movies, skating and 
boys! 

Kathleen Davis, 14 

13 Westervelt Pl. 
Irvington, N.J. 07111 


Aquarian collects records, 
dances and cycles. 

Brian Price, 14 

220 W. Kelly Ave. 
Hampton, Va. 23663 


Young people, 14-19, with a 


together mind write this 
dancer and singer! 
Alesia WainWright, 14 
125 North Portland Ave. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11205 


James Lawrence, 15 
1694 Madison Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 10029 


Sincere Libran welcomes 
letters. 

Michelle Rene Robinson, 16 
3035 E. Minnesota St. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 46203 


Digs dancing and basketball. 
Joann Watson, 17 

404 East 4th St. 
Hattiesburg, Minn. 39401 


Likes tennis, swimming and 
track. Young men all over the 
world write. 

Beverly Dudley, 17 

391 Е. Britain 

Benton Harbor, Mich. 49022 


Sporty Cancerian prefers 
boys. 

Sherryl-Anne Clarke, 14 
7 Hermitage Rd. 
Kingston 7 

Jamaica, West Indies 


Digs football and dancing. 
Everybody 15-17 write. 
Edmund, Osei Owusu 

c/o Mr. Samuel Donkor 
Mankoadze Fisheries LTD. 
P.O. Box 103 


Tema, Ghana 


Digs making people happy! 
Theresa (Tee Cee) Cochran, 
16 

18017 Griggs 

Detroit, Mich 48221 


Cancerian (Manhattan’s fan) 
digs dancing and writing. 
Annette Dixon, 17 

Rt. 3, Box 156 

Utica, Miss. 39175 


Prefers poem lovers, says Leo. 
Monique Broyard, 16 

245 W. 75th 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90003 


Aries lady writes poems and 
digs dancing. 

Diane Winston, 17 

Rt. 1, Box 260-H 

Troy, Va. 22974 


Sports fans. 

Douglas. Pryor, 16 
1626 West Erie Ave. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19140 


Gemini digs all mail. 
Terrisena Nicholson, 17 
5620 Warnock St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19141 


Hobbies: martial arts, 
skating and boys! 
Suzanne Untley 

814 Nelms St. 
Louisville, Ga. 30434 


Arian loves cooking and 
reading. 

Lou Bertha Collins, 16 
614 Hemlock St. 
Andrews, S.C. 29510 


Cute dudes write this 
swimmer and bike rider. 
Hydia Coney, 14 

6621 Pauline Dr. 

New Orleans, La. 70126 


Communicative brothers 
write this Arian sister. 
Laura Walker, 14 

922 Cliff St. 

№. Brad Pitt., Pa. 15104 


Gemini answers all! 
Sylvia Washington, 16 
c/o M.S.G.T. 

Lester E. Washington 
American Embassy 
Seoul, Korea 

A.P.O. San Francisco, 
Calif. 96301 


People 14-28 write this 
Scorpian. 

Jeannie Thomas, 17 
976 Georgia Ave. 
Macon, Ga. 31201 


Wanna correspond? 
Gwenn Hocutt, 17 
705 E. 27th St. 
Peterson, N.J. 07504 


Libran answers all! 
Janet Nalty, 14 


H Leith Road 
Kingston 13, Jamaica 


Aquarian swims, dances and 
digs going to movies. 
Patricia Wint, 14 

F Holly Av. 

Hagley Park P. 

Kingston 1l 


Leo loves letters. 

Rosa Culbreath 

Rt. 1, Box 20 

Ridge Spring, S.C. 29129 


Boogey down with the mail! 
Lori Neely, 15 

1211 Sage Street 
Jacksonville, Ark. 72076 


All races and sexes write! 
Lisa Player, 14 

3834 Lisa Lane 
Shreveport, La. 71109 


Aquarian “loves” through 
the mail! 

Darrell Jackson (St.) 

515 Georgia Ave. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207 


Cancerian loves to party and 
prefers dudes! 

Delious Daphne Jackson, 14 
8930 S. Bishop 

Chicago, Ill. 60620 


Shopping is my thing! 
James Clavin Trammell, 16 
219 Pontote St. 

Helena, Ark. 72342 


Gemini responds! 
Jerry Danclar, 17 
Bourg Mulatresse 
Assing Avenue 

Lower Santa Cruz 
Trinidad, West Indies 


Young men preferred. 

Angela (Cookie) Anderson, 15 
9038 S. Bennett 

Chicago, Ш. 60617 


Dudes 16-19 only. 
Jennifer Burks, 16 
207 Ves Rd. 
Lynchburg, Va. 24503 


International pals welcome! 
Collects stamps, knits 

and cooks. 

Beverly M. Jones, 17 
Armadale, Alexandria P.O. 
St. Ann, Jamaica 


Digs traveling and people. 
Dee Dee Walker, 16 

10 Lawton St. 

East Orange, N.J. 07017 


Responds to half! 
Rochelle Wright, 15 
97 Peshime Ave. 
Newark, N.J. 07103 


Taurus lady loves letters! 
Connie Wilson, 16 

Rt. 1, Box 467 

Lake City, Fla. 32055 


18 AND OVER 


Into art, track, soccer and 
women! Females, 16-19, write 
Virgoan. 

Matthew J. Putman, 20 
HQCO, 3rd BN, S-4 

MCRD, Parris Island, 

S.C. 29205 


Digs living life fully! 
Anthony Awa, 20 

50 Ugbewanko Sireet 
Ajegunle, Apapa 
Lago, Nigeria 


Friendly Libra loves to swim. 
Acheampong Alex, 21 

44m Independence Hall 
University of Science & Tech. 
Kumasi, Ghana 


Into cooking, fashion, singing, 
bowling and honest. True, 
intelligent males. 

Diane Lynum, 24 

1407 N. Lang Ave. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15208 


Dig tall men? Write this 
Jamaican Sagittarian. 
Kenneth Williamson, 19 
lot 766 Thant cres 
Bridgeport, St. Catherine 
Jamaica, West Indies 


Loves to sing, write and 
draw. 

Neciey Carson, 20 
10267 Panola Dr. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 


Capricorn corresponds well. 
Deborah А. Сіуепо, 19 
134 North Ridege Rd. 

San Francisco, Calif. 94124 


Aquarian prefers males. 
Alma I. Green, 22 

Rt. 2, Box 257 

Centre, Ala. 35960 


Males, 23-30, write this 
5'2” Leo. 

Norma Bailey 

1625 Park Place, Apt. 12A 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11213 


Soul brother in Germany 
welcomes letters from sisters. 
Frank Joelee 

Englethaler 1 

6 Frankfurt/Main 

West Germany 


Digs photography, stamp 
collecting and sports. 

All 18-70 write. 

Owusu John, 20 

P.O. Box x302 FNT 
Kumasi, Ghana 


19 and 20 year olds write! 
Fitzway Williams 

Snow Hill P.O. 

Portland, Jamaica 


Arian loves to party and go 
to the museum. 


Jennifer Brown, 23 
369 Elton St. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11208 


Digs making friends. 
Juliet $. Walker, 22 
2908 Leigh. St. 
Richmond, Уа; 


Virgo, all foxes write. 
Gerald Evell, 25 

P.O. Box 31 G.P.O. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11202 


Attractive Aries. 
Karen Jarvis, 20 
Red 1, Box 160-B 
Exmore, Va. 23350 


Taurus awaits fine, tender 
ladies, 18-27. 

Darrell R. Dervin, 20 
3939 W. 28th St. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 90018 


Gemini likes to sing and 
draw. Sisters with together 
minds write. 

Mark (Goldie) Holland, 21 
526 South 14th Street 
Apt. A-2 

Newark, N.J. 07103 


Into photography and sports. 
Mature young ladies write. 
Waymond Banks 

Youth Training School 

P.O. Box 800 

Ontario, Calif. 91761 


Answers almost all, but will 
give all to the few answered. 
Pamella Brown 

33 University Cres. 

Kingston 6, Jamaica 


Libran prefers male pals. 
Eutilda Williams, 22 
Grants Town P.O. 
Nassau, Bahamas 


Aries welcomes international 
letters. Part-time actor. 

Otis Reado, 18 

234 Clayton Homes 
Houston, Texas 77004 


Plays lawn tennis and 
basketball. 

Vincent Andoh-Ogunro, 18 
Sekondi Sec. School 

P.O. Box 190 

Secondi, Ghana 


INMATES 


Have need, will write! 
Leonard Ward and/or 
Ellis Quarterman 

P.O. Box 7150 

Garden City, Ga. 21408 


Nathaniel Carroll 
200 East Seventh St. 
Topeka, Kansas 66603 


Pisces prefers females. 
Willie Patterson, 24 
Camp 12 П 39104 
Parchman, Miss. 38738 
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gettin it straight 


(Questions & Answers! 


If you have any questions about 
your favorite soul stars, send them 
to GETTING IT STRAIGHT / 
RIGHT ON! MAGAZINE / 7060 
HOLLYWOOD BLVD., HOLLY- 
WOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028. 


Dear Right Оп!: 
| would like to know if Rufus 
Thomas is Chaka Khan’s father. 
| heard that he was. 
Doreen Griffith 
Brooklyn, New York 


Dear Doreen: 

Rufus Thomas is not Chaka 
Khan’s father. His daughter is 
Carla Thomas. 


Dear Right On!: 

Is it true that Chaka Khan mar- 
ried her boyfriend, Richard Hol- 
land? Did Natalie Cole marry her 
boyfriend, Kevin Nance? 

Shirlene Spencer 
Currie, North Carolina 


Dear Shirlene: 

Yes, Chaka Khan did marry 
her "sweet thing,” Richard Hol- 
land. Unfortunately, Natalie Cole 
and her boyfriend called off their 
wedding. 


Dear Right On!: 

How old are Billy Dee Wil- 
liams’ children and what are their 
sexes? 

Traci Carr 
Hyattsville, Maryland 
Dear Traci: 

Billy Dee Williams has a 15- 
year-old son, Corey; and two 
daughters, Miyako, 14, and Ha- 
nako, 2 years old. 


Dear Right On!: 
Is it really true that the lady on 
the Ohio Players’ album cover 
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Does Foster Sylvers wear a wig? 


died? If so, how did she die? 
Who killed her? 
No Name 


Dear No Name: 

The rumor that the Ohio Play- 
ers’ model on the album cover 
Honey died is totally false. She 
is still alive. 


Dear Right On!: 

Where can | write to Philip 
Thomas, Pam Grier, Tamara 
Dobson, lrene Cara, and the 
Sylvers besides Right On!? How 
old is Jim Kelly? 

Leta Gaston 
Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Leta: 

You may write to Philip in 
care of Camillo Marcucci, 2040 
Ave. of the Stars, Fourth Floor, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90067. Pam 
Grier's address is 1717 N. High- 
land, Suite 1210, Hollywood, 
Calif. 90028. Irene Cara can be 
reached in care of William Mor- 
ris Agency, 151 El Camino, Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif. 90212. Tamara 
Dobson can be written to in care 
of Mr. Dorfman, Warner Bros., 
75 Rockefeller Center, New York 
City, New York. The Sylvers are 


Does Billy Dee Williams have children? 


in care of P.O. Box 67700, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 90067. Jim Kelly 
is 26. 


Dear Right On!: 

Last year CBS showed a movie 
about Miss Jane Pitman which 
starred Cicely Tyson. In the 
movie it said that Miss Jane Pit- 
man died in 1961. | want to get 
this straight: was Cicely Tyson 
"Miss Jane Pitman” апа did she 
die that year? 

Delores Scrugg 


Dear Delores: 

Cicely Tyson did portray Miss 
Jane Pitman in the movie but 
Cicely is still living. What you 
got confused is the fact that 
Miss Tyson was portraying the 
character of a person who is 
now dead. There was actually a 
Jane Pitman who did die in 1961. 


Dear Right On!: 

When did the Jacksons start 
out? Who is Jackie married to? 
When did Ralph Carter get the 
role of Michael in “Good 
Times"? Does Redd Foxx have 
a son named Mike Warren? 

Yvonne Brown 
Beulaville, North Carolina 


$ 


Where can | write Johnny Mathis? 


Dear Yvonne: 

The Jacksons got started in 
1968. Jackie Jackson is married 
to Enid Spann. Ralph Carter was 
cast as Michael in “Good Times” 
three years ago. No, Redd Foxx 
is not Mike Warren’s real father; 
he only portrayed Mike’s father 
in Norman, Is That You? 


Dear Right Оп!: 
| have tried several times to 
purchase the original sound- 
track from the movie Sparkle 
but to no avail. Can you tell me 
where | can purchase the orig- 
inal soundtrack, or where | can 
write to Curtom Studios? 
L. Weaver 
Bronx, New York 


Dear L. Weaver: 

| am sorry, but the original 
soundtrack from Sparkle was 
not released for the public to 
buy. The only record which con- 
tains the songs from the movie 
is Aretha Franklin’s gold album 
on the Atlantic Records label. 


Dear Right On!: 
Could you tell me if Soul Train 
dancer Sharon Hill is married? 


1$ Chaka Khan married? 


Does she have any children? 
Does she make her own clothes? 
Monique Brown 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Dear Monique: 

Sharon Hill is unmarried and 
has no children. She does not 
make her own clothes; she buys 
them at popular shops around 
Los Angeles. 


Dear Right Оп!: 

What is the name of Foster’s 
father? Can you put in more pin- 
ups of Foster, Haywood Nelson, 
and Michael and Jermaine Jack- 
son? 

Denise Smith 
Chicago, Illinois 
Dear Denise: 

Foster’s father is Leon Frank 
Sylvers, Jr. Yes, you will be see- 
ing pin-ups of these favorites in 
future issues. 


Dear Right Оп!: 

Where do the Sylvers live? 
What are all of their real names? 
How can | get a large photo of 
the Sylvers family? What does 
Foster do when he’s at home? 
What state does Charmaine live 


Where can | write Candi Staton? 


in? Does James Sylvers have a 
girlfriend, if so, what is her 
name? Which of the Sylvers go 
to school? 
No Name 
Chicago, Illinois 
Dear No Name: 

The Sylvers live in Palos 
Verdes, California. Their names 
are as follows: Olympia Ann, 
Leon Frank Sylvers, Ш, Char- 
maine Elaine, James Jonathan, 
Edmund Theodore, Joseph Rich- 
ard, Angela Marie, Patricia Lynn, 
Foster Emerson, and Joseph 
Christopher. You may get a large 
photo of the Sylvers probably by 
joining their fan club. The ad- 
dress is P.O. Box 67700, Los 
Angeles, California 90067. When 
Foster is at home he likes to 
play football or other active 
sports. Charmaine lives in the 
Los Angeles area. James doesn't 
have. any particular girl at the 
moment; he's still available. For 
more information, see our No- 
vember 1976 issue. If you missed 
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it, you can order a back issue. 
See page 13. The Sylvers who 
are in school include Angela, 
Pat, Foster, and Chris. 


Dear Right On!: 

Is the leader of Parliament the 
leader of Bootsy’s Rubber Band? 
Is Fred Williamson really con- 
ceited? 

Erica W. 
Cleveland, Ohio 


What's Dewayne Jessie's sign? 


Dear Erica: 

George Clinton, the leader of 
Parliament, or overlord, we 
should say, is not the leader of 
the Rubber Band, Bootsy Col- 
lins is. However, George Clinton 
co-writes the Rubber Band’s ma- 
terial along with Bootsy. Fred 
Williamson is actually more self- 
assured than conceited. There 
was an article on that subject 
in the October 1976 issue. If 
you missed it there are still 
extra copies. Fill out the coupon 
on page 13. 


Dear Right On!: 
What is Brenda Sykes up to 
now? How old is she? 
Mari Threatt 
Detroit, Michigan 
Dear Mari: 
Brenda Sykes is currently fea- 
tured in the TV series “Ехеси- 
tive Suite." She's 27 years old. 


Dear Right On!: 

Where can | write to Jermaine 
Jackson and Candi Staton? | 
would like for my letters to reach 
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the people instead of their fan 
clubs. | would also like to send 
Stevie Wonder a poem about his 
newest Lp. Please give me his 
address. 
Amanda S. 
Queens, New York 


Dear Amanda: 

You may write to Jermaine 
Jackson and Stevie Wonder in 
care of Motown Records, 6255 
W. Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, Cal- 
ifornia 90028. You may write to 
Miss Staton in care of Warner 


Is Cicely Tyson dead? 


Brothers Records, 3300 Warner 
Blvd., Burbank, California 91510. 


Dear Right Оп!: 

Is it true that Michael Jackson 
married the girl on the “Brady 
Bunch"? 

Edwina Debach 
Brooklyn, New York 
Dear Edwina: 
No, that's not true! 


Dear Right On!: 

Am | correct that when you 
mail a letter to a star in care of 
Right On! that you're supposed 
to see that the star gets it? 1 
mailed two cards to Michael 
Jackson at the beginning of 
August. | mailed a birthday card 
and a special card to him, and 
| addressed them in care of 
Right On! Can you tell me how 
long it'll be before you give him 
his August mail? 

G. Joseph 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Dear G.: 

Yes, you are correct in your 
assumption that we deliver the 
mail to the stars if you send it 
in care of Right On! АП of the 
mail addressed to Michael Jack- 


son was given to him the first 
week in September when he 
came up for an exclusive photo 
shooting. He's gotten so much 
mail though, it's been difficult 
for him to answer it all. 


Dear Right On!: 

Do the male Sylvers wear 
wigs? Where can | write to the 
Sylvers and the  Jacksons? 
Which people in the Sylvers fam- : 
ily and the Jacksons family are 
married and which ones aren't? 

Jackie Oliver 


How old is Tamara Dobson? 


Dear Jackie: 

The Sylvers do not wear wigs. 
You may write to them in care 
of Right On! Magazine, 7060 Hol- 
lywood Blvd., Suite 800, Holly- 
wood, California 90028 or P.O. 
Box 67700, Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia. You may write to the 
Jacksons in care of Right On! 
also. The married Sylvers are 
Charmaine and Leon. The un- 
married members of the family 
include Olympia, James, Ed- 
mund, Ricky, Pat, Angela, and 
Foster. The married Jacksons 
are Maureen, Tito, Jackie, and 
Marlon and Jermaine. Michael 
La Toya, Randy and Janet are 
still available. 


Dear Right On!: 

How old is Tamara Dobson 
and why don't we hear much 
about her anymore? What is she 
up to these days? 

Danielle Sommers 
Danville, Illinois 
Dear Danielle: 

Tamara is in her late 20's. 
Right now she is co-starring in 
Norman, Is That You? We had 
photos from that movie in the 
November issue of Right On! 


Dear Right On!: 
| would like to know if Foster 
Sylvers wears a wig. | would also 
like to know his age. How old 
are Randy Jackson and Hay- 
wood Nelson, and what are their 
signs? 
Michele Roberts 
Brooklyn, New York 
Dear Michele: 
Foster Sylvers does not wear 
a wig since he has no need to. 
He is a Pisces, age 14. Haywood 
is a 16-year-old Aries and Randy 
is a 15-year-old Scorpio. 


Is Fred Williamson conceited? 


Dear Right On!: 
Who sings the lead on the 
Sylvers’ new single, “Hotline”? 
Crystal R. 
Dear Crystal: 
Edmund Sylvers sings the 
lead on that song. 


Dear Right On!: 
| enjoy reading your magazine, 
especially Gettin’ It Straight. For 
some time | have been trying to 
get the address of my favorite 
singer, Johnny Mathis. 
A Fan 


Dear Fan: 

You may write to Johnny 
Mathis in care of 9885 Charle- 
ville Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
90212. 


Dear Right On!: 
| would like to know who spon- 
sors and how you enter the 
Black Talented Teen Contest 
that was held in the Virgin 
Islands this year. The winner and 
coordinators were on Soul Train 
October 2, 1976. 
Kim Clayton 
St. Albans, New York 


Dear Kim: 

Please write to Hal Jackson 
Productions, 350 5th Ave., Suite 
3308, New York, New York 
10001. 


Dear Right On!: 
| love Pat Sylvers a lot and | 

want to know more about her 
such as her age and height. 
Where can | write to her? Has 
she ever had a boyfriend? What 
is her sign? 

Andre Snell 

North Miami, Florida 


Is Michael Jackson married? 


Dear Andre: 

Pat is a 15-year-old Aries. She 
is 5/5”, Yes, Pat has had boy- 
friends before. You may write 
to her in care of this magazine. 


Dear Right On!: 
| am very interested in the 

Lockers. | haven’t read too much 
about them lately but | like their 
dance style and | would like to 
know where | can write for more 
information on them. 

Greg Bryant 

New Rochelle, New York 


Dear Greg: 

We plan on having a story on 
the Lockers in the near future. 
An address where you may write 
to them in the meantime, is 9601 
Wilshire Blvd., Suite 506, Bev- 
erly Hills, California 90210. 


Dear Right On!: 
Why did Norman Whitfield 


leave Motown? Where 15 һе 
now? 
James Taylor 
Dayton, Ohio 
Dear James: 


Norman Whitfield left Motown 
for Warner Brothers Records 


where he started his own label. 
He is producing Undisputed 
Truth and Rose Royce. 


Dear Right On!: 

Where can | write to Pat Davis 
and the rest of her dance group, 
Something Special? 

Janis Duncan 
Evansville, Indiana 


Dear Janis: 

You may write to Something 
Special in care of Daniel Ben Av 
Productions, 9200 Sunset Blvd., 
Suite 1220, Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia 90069. 


Dear Right On!: 

Whatever happened to the 
pilot TV show Philip Thomas was 
making about a doctor? Will it 
be shown soon? 

Lisa Spencer 
р Detroit, Michigan 
Dear Lisa: 

According to Philip, nothing 
will be done with that particular 
pilot. However, he recently 
starred in another pilot called 
“Roosevelt and Truman.” Keep 
your fingers crossed for him! 


Dear Right On!: 

| saw the male Sylvers on 
American Bandstand and their 
hair was really short, especially 
Foster’s. Were they wearing wigs 
before then? The truth please. 

Mike Steale 
Dear Mike: 

The Sylvers got hair cuts 
shortly before taping the show. 
АП of them got their hair cut 
rather short, although Foster's 
was more noticeable than the 
rest. And that is the truth! 


Dear Right On!: 

Could you tell me what sign is 
Dewayne Jessie? Do you think 
he will be making anymore 
movies besides Car Wash and 
Bingo Long Travelling All-Stars? 
Where could | write to him? 

Charmaine Watson 
Dear Charmaine: 

Dewayne Jessie was born 
September 21. He will probably 
be making more movies, so we'll 
keep you posted. You may write 
to him in care of the Phillip D. 
Taylor Organization, 9348 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Suite 101, Beverly 
Hills, California 90210. 
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Any game or puzzle ideas? 


RIGHT ON! FUN'N. GAMES = 


Disco Spin Gift Game The Movie Martian Game 
If a Martian had a whole collection of super Black movies in his space ship 

and wanted you to identify the main star in each movie do you think you could do it? 

Try it and see, match the movie with the star by drawing a spacey line from one 

to the other. (See answers on page 70.) 


Christmas is over, and all the gifts have been opened. You’ve saved the tags to help 
you remember where to send thank you notes. The stars in the pictures on the 

tags were all in the top thirty disco spins Jan. '75. If they sent those spins to you as 
gifts this year, would you remember what they were? Fill in the empty 

spaces and complete the names of the songs. Answers on page 70. 


A. Lady Sings the Blues Roger Mosley 
B. Corn Bread, Earl and Me Billy Dee Williams 
C. Sparkle Richard Pryor 
D. Sounder Diahann Carroll 
E. Norman, Is That You? Bill Cosby 

NS F. Claudine Diana Ross 

NÈ Я С. Five On The Black Hand Side Cicely Tyson 

Na H. The River Niger Philip Thomas 

SN 1. Car Wash Vernee Watson 

К 1. Bingo Long Travelling All Stars Glynn Turman 

K. Cooley High D'Urville Martin 
L. Let's Do It Again Lawrence-Hilton Jacobs 
M. Leadbelly Larry Fishburne 
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SUPREMES FAN 
SPEAKS UP! 


Dear Editor: 

I'm writing in regards to Soul Stars 
of the Month in the October issue of 
Right On! As a devoted Supremes fan, 
| found the use of the picture of the 
original group, along with some of the 
article itself, very disturbing. 

You gave the impression that Diana 
Ross was all there was to the group 
and that all the replacements since 
Diana have been very unstable in terms 
of the length of time they stayed with 
the Supremes. The entire article was a 
little one-sided in Diana’s favor, and 
that was unfair because you eliminated 


other members who helped to maintain 
the Supremes’ style. What’s sad about 
that is that the Supremes are more 
exciting than ever before, and each 
member has the opportunity, both on 
records and in live performances to 
show what she can do. This was un- 
heard of when Diana was with the 
Supremes. 

What you should have done, as with 
the Temptations in Soul Stars a few 
months ago, was to have a picture of 
the original group and a shot of the 
ladies as they are today. 

| hope in the future you concentrate 
more on the group and not just on 
Diana because, let's face it, it’s been 
six years since "Some Day We'll Be 
Together" and | think the public 
should be informed as to what the 
Supremes today are up to. 

Jim Cummings 
Newton, Mass. 
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MORE ON LARRY JACOBS 
NEEDED! 


Dear Editor: 

Рт writing to you in regards to the 
letter on Lawrence-Hilton Jacobs in the 
October issue. There are many people 
who dislike Mr. Jacobs but there are 
many people who love him, I'm sure. 
Mr. Jacobs has an entertaining career, 
to perform and help make people have 
an enjoyable evening. | don't see any 
reason for someone to write to your 
magazine and tell you not to put so 
much in it about him. 

| know for a fact that all the people 
| know enjoy seeing Mr. Jacobs per- 
form. | must say for myself that | love 
to see him. | have pictures of him and 
articles on him. | know your magazine 
is based on how your readers feel about 
it so Гм telling you I’m one person 
who wants to see more on Lawrence- 
Hilton Jacobs. I’m not a subscriber to 
your magazine but | soon will be. | 
would also like to say that your mag- 
azine is the hippest magazine today. 

. Angela Tomika Joyner 
Oxon Hill, Maryland 


FRED IS *DY-NO-MITE" 
Dear Editor: 

Your interview with Fred Williamson 
in the October issue was very chal- 
lenging, to say the least. | admire Fred 
very much, not because he is hand- 
some or rich, however. What | like about 
Fred is his total self-confidence in him- 
self and self-control over his life. 

Most people don't like him because 
they can't dig where he's coming from 
with all that self-awareness. Generally 
they are lacking this characteristic. Fred 
has influenced some of my viewpoints 
on life. Always believe іп '"you"—it's 
a main key to accomplishing anything. 
Never put yourself down, and stay as- 
sured of who you are, regardless of 
others' opinions. Once you acquire 


these techniques, it's easier to control 
your actions and life. 

Taking some of Fred's hints to being 
yourself can be very helpful in personal 
Situations. It doesn't mean you must be 
a “bad, bad, Leroy Brown," but keep 
on truckin’ with the attitude, “І can do 
it and | can be whoever | want to.” 

Bobbie Keeling 
Selma, Alabama 


SO YOU THINK YOU’VE 
GOT PROBLEMS! 


Dear Editor: 

In your November ’76 issue | noticed 
there were some complaints about your 
pen pal section. | have submitted my 
name several times since the column 
began and my name has not been 
printed yet! | have written to some of 
the names you have printed but cor- 
respondence usually only lasts a few 
letters. This letter isn’t all a complaint, 
| was happy to see the pen pal section 
lengthened. 

Melinda Bryant, 17 
111 Central Ave. 
Bractan, New York 14716 


DIANA OR PAM, 
WHO’S THE BEST? 


Dear Editor: 

In the September issue of Right On! 
| read that a reader disagreed that 
Diana Ross could not act as well as 
Pam Grier. | disagree with him because 
| rate Pamela’s talents over Diana’s be- 
cause it doesn’t only take talent, it takes 
nerves. I’m not putting Diana down, but 
in my opinion, Pam is a better actress! 
If you have ever seen her movies you 
would see the point that she is show- 
ing how ill mannered and ignorant some 
Blacks are. 

Angela Davis 
Buffalo, New York 


*****Dear Readers: 
We'd like to hear all of your thoughts 
on this subject! If you want to speak 


your mind, send your letter addressed to 
Diana or Pam Debate/Right On! Mag- 
azine/7060 Hollywod Blvd., Suite 800/ 
Hollywood, California 90028. Please sub- 
mit your entries by January 30, 1977. 
The best letters will be printed in 
Right On! —Editor 


MORE ON THE JACKSONS 
Dear Editor: 
| really enjoyed reading the articles 
you did on Michael Jackson in your 
November and December issues. | 
would like to know when you are going 
to have a centerfold on Michael in the 
magazine. | am not fed up with the 
Jacksons because | think the stories 
you do on them are great. Please keep 
doing articles on them. | think Right 
On! is the best magazine around. 
Cynthia Thomas 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dear Editor: 
| started reading your magazine a 

couple of months ago and | think it’s 
great! The only thing | don’t like is 
when readers write letters to you ask- 
ing you not to write about the Jacksons 
or that they’re sick of them or some 
other group. | know they have a right 
to express themselves in order to make 
this a better magazine, but | feel they 
can say it in a nicer way. Well, as for 
me, you can fill the whole magazine 
with the Jacksons. As Barry White says, 
"Can't get enough.” 

Yvonne Vega, 13 

Hialeah, Florida 


DON'T FORGET THE 
SPINNERS 


Dear Editor: 

Why not do a story on the Spinners? 
People don't seem to realize how su- 
perior they are. These five mellow men 
make master music and | think it's not 
right that all the people of Right On! 
can do is talk about how long the Syl- 
vers' hair is, or how fine Michael is, or 
the Soul Train Gang. 

| know that you've done a little some- 
thing on the Spinners before but it was 
about as slack as you've been on the 
Dramatics or the Dynamic Superiors. 
It's just my opinion and | do have the 
right to express it just like anyone else. 

Charletta Neuacheck 


*****Dear Charletta: 

We do plan to have something on the 
Spinners in our very next issue, includ- 
ing a color bonus photo. Many may not 
realize it but the Spinners are very 
generously devoting much of their time 
raising funds by performing free of 
charge for benefits for the ailing enter- 
tainer Jackie Wilson. There will also be 
articles on the Dynamic Superiors (who 
incidentally, have a new album out) as 
well as that fantastic group, the Dra- 
matics. And yes, of course you have the 


right to express your opinion. That's 
what this section is for. —Editor 


READER PRAISES 
KWANZA 


Dear Editor: 

I'm writing in regards to a beautiful 
group of Black actresses called KWAN- 
ZA. They do volunteer benefits to raise 
money for needy families as well as all 
kinds of organizations. They came to 
our town to do a benefit show and it 
was just beautiful. It really means a lot 
to Blacks to know that some of their 
people who've made it didn't forget the 
people they met on the way up (So 
many seem to forget!). 

We met stars such as Esther Rolle, 
Isabelle Sanford, Brenda Sykes, Juan- 
ita Moore, Hannah Dean, and many 
others. They act just like ordinary peo- 
ple. | wish that many other Black 
actresses would get involved with 
KWANZA because this is the most to- 
gether group I’ve ever known. 1 think 
more of our people need to know that 
the stars care. Please remind those 
stars with big heads that it’s not the 
whites that got them there, but the 
Blacks who've supported them. 

Brenda Thomas, 21 
Shreveport, Louisiana 


PEN PAL PEOPLE 


RESPOND 
Dear Editor: 
| have been reading Right On! for a 
long time. | actually have the very 


first issue of it. My mother also enjoys 
Right On! When she got to the pen 
pal section in the October issue she 
noticed the different age groups. Her 
comment was did you ever have any 
pen pals over the age of 30. | guess 
she said this because "over 18" is a 
little young for her. | think that's а 


good idea though. Keep оп doin’ 
whatcha doin'. 

Carolyn B. 

New York, N.Y. 


*****Dear Carolyn: 

We usually don't list pen pals who 
are over the age of 30 because our 
magazine caters to a younger audience. 
However, | am sure there are many 
persons on the 18 and over list who 
would be glad to hear from anybody 
any age and might even be able to put 
older readers in touch with somebody 
their age. Since many letters go un- 
answered it would give some people a 
warm feeling that an older person cares. 
Write on! —Editor 
Dear Editor: 

In reading your December issue | 
found it necessary to reply to two of 
the letters in your section. First of all, 
| want to respond to a letter written by 
Elaine Wylie. | am an inmate and | 
can only base the foundation of the 


problem as to the frustrations of others. 
1 can relate very well but | have sent 
out numerous letters to young ladies 
only to receive no reply. 

My second response relates to why 
people have their names placed in the 
pen pal section if they won't write 
back. | sympathize with Brother Joseph 
Brown because we feel the same way. 
He is more fortunate, however, since 
he did find a pen pal. Thank you for 
publishing Right On! and please include 
my address. Who knows? Maybe some- 
one will write me. 

Michael A. Barton 
384-64-4208 

Drawer A 

Fort Leavenworth, Ks. 66027 


Dear Editor: 

| have been reading Right On! for 
the past three years and | have sub- 
mitted my name to the pen pal list 
several times, and every time that | 
received the magazine, | have never 
seen my name on the list. 

1 would also like to comment on the 
individuals who put their names in the 
pen pal section and when a person 
writes, they do not respond. | have 
written about 150 letters in the past 
two years and haven't received an 
answer yet. | am aware of your case 
load of work, but try to give me a little 
justice, and print my name and address. 

James |. Henderson 

P.O. Box 27264 

Richmond, Virginia 
***** Dear Readers: 

Although it may seem that none of 
the persons listed in the pen pal section 
write back, | must sày that is not found 
to be entirely true. | have enjoyed a 
very rich and rewarding correspondence 
with a young man whose name | se- 
lected from the list six months ago. 
Thank you Sherman for all those beau- 
tiful cards! And to all the Right On! 
readers who sent personal letters to 
me, don't worry, | do plan on answering 
each of you very soon. Keep the faith. 

—Editor 


"| USED TO LIKE 
‘GOOD TIMES’ " 


Dear Editor: 

| used to really love the “Good 
Times" show, but now I’m not so sure. 
I've been watching it this season and 
so far, | don't like what l've seen. The 
show doesn’t feel right without the 
father. | am truly disappointed in John 
Amos and producer Norman Lear. | 
guess the show would really be rolling 
if John Amos hadn't quarreled over 
money. 
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If | had my way, | would find a re- 
placement for the father role instead 
of killing him off. Worst of all was the 
way the mother was acting, as though 
she didn’t care too much about him. 
| just hope the ratings don’t go down 
far enough for it to go off the air, 
though. 

Robin Andrews, 16 
Laurelton, New York 


QUIT PUTTING PEOPLE 
DOWN! 


Dear Editor: 

| just want to say something that’s 
been bugging me for a long time. | 
am sick and tired of reading things in 
our magazine putting “whitey” down. 
| ат white and am the only white 
person in my school! A lot of prejudice 
is thrown at me and my family, but 
that does not make me hate! That 
doesn’t make me put down Black peo- 
ple as a race. How could 1? А! of my 
friends are Black. | just wish people 
would open their eyes. You don’t have 
to be white to be prejudiced. White 
people are human and the color of a 
person’s skin doesn’t make their per- 
sonality. You’d better believe that I’ve 
got “soul” with a capital “5” and по- 
body’s gonna put me down! 

Christina Brown 
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HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT 
“GET DOWN”? 
Dear Editor: 

There is a dance show which is aired 
every Saturday from New Orleans called 
“Get Down.” When is Right On! going 
to print something about the show and 
the show's fine brother, George Vin- 
nette? | would also like to know how 
| can write to Mr. Vinette. 

Dawn Jackson 


JERMAINE’S AN 
INSPIRATION 


Dear Editor: 

Thank you for putting in the article 
on Jermaine Jackson. The Jackson Five 
is my very favorite group and has been 
since “I Want You Back” hit number 
one. So | was а little worried and 
scared for Jermaine when he decided 
to leave the group. But now | can rest 
easier because Гт now positive that 
Jermaine is a level headed, intelligent 
person who can handle the position 
he’s now in. | know that it must have 
been a terribly difficult decision to 
make. 

Even though | was sorry to see Jer- 
maine leave his brothers, | respect and 
honor his decision because he did 
what he thought was right. A lot of his 
comments were very inspiring and a 


AVSWERS 


lot of Blacks should read them. | wish 
Jermaine the best of luck and the best 
life has to give. 

Janis Yates 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


IN RESPONSE TO 
ANOTHER READER 


Dear Editor: 

This is dedicated to Gwendolynn 
Mayfield whose letter appeared in the 
October issue. First of all, you are 
only "one" reader. You have different 
opinions just like everyone else. Maybe 
some people dig the Sylvers, J-5, and 
the Soul Train dancers. Maybe some 
don't. That's no reason to call them 
"freaky." Maybe you did have some 
bad experiences with stars. | have too. 
It's not just the stars who have bad 
days either. Don't you, or are you too 
"perfect"? 

| think the Ask Dianne column is 
really beneficial to those who don't 
have mothers or big sisters or brothers 
to talk to. | don't, and it sure helps 
to know that Dianne is there. She 
doesn't tell anybody how to run their 
life; she simply gives advice. If you 
really are getting sick of the magazine, 
why don't you stop reading it? It’s as 
simple as that! 

Lydia Fruge 
Fremont, California 


Answers to Disco Spin Gift Game 


NOnBoM 


Distant Lover 

You Got The Love 

If | Ever Lose This Heaven 
Door To Your Heart 

She's Gone 

. Street Runner 

. Party Down 


Answers to the Movie Martian Game 


"хег-шолтооо> 


Diana Ross 

Larry Fishburne 

Philip Thomas 

. Cicely Tyson 
Vernee Watson 
Diahann Carroll 

. D'Urville Martin 

. Glynn Turman 

Richard Pryor 

Billy Dee Williams 

. Lawrence-Hilton Jacobs 

. Bill Cosby 


M. Roger Mosely 


Here are the Тор 20 national Disco tunes. These are 
also the records you are most likely to hear 
at parties and clubs... 


1. SPRING AFFAIR—DONNA SUMMER/Donna has done 
it again. That sensual, mellow voice and good disco 
arrangement has made this single a winner at all the “in” 
discos. When it comes on, everybody dances. 

2. ENJOY YOURSELF—JACKSONS/Great dance tune, the 
Jacksons have done it again. 

3. OPEN SESAME—KOOL & THE GANG 

4. I WISH—STEVIE WONDER/The album Songs In The 
Key Of Life is No. 1 and this is the No. 1 disco tune 
taken from that great album by the genius himself. Great 
arrangement, great tune. Popular at all discotheques 
around the U.S. 

5. GET YOU SOMEBODY NEW—LABELLE/This trio has 
another big hit on their hands. They still have that sure- 
fire beat that is Labelle. 

6. YOU’RE MY DRIVING WHEEL—THE SUPREMES 

7. TO THE POINT/WHAT’S ON YOUR MIND—BRASS 
CONSTRUCTION/Two very funky tunes by these broth- 
ers. Two of the best tunes for doing the lock. 

8. SATURDAY NIGHT—EARTH, WIND & FIRE/Another 
chart-topper from the spirit album—Funky & Smooth. 

9. SWEET TENDERONI—EDDIE KENDRICKS 

10. DO THAT STUFF—PARLIAMENT 

11. MAKES YOU BLIND—GLITTER BAND 

12. SOUL CHA-CHA—VAN McCOY 

13. SHAKE YOUR RUMP TO THE FUNK—BAR KAYS 

14. 000 CHA—SOUL TRAIN GANG 

15. LOVE OF YOUR OWN/QUEEN OF МУ SOUL— 
AVERAGE WHITE BAND 

16. FAR EAST MISSISSIPPI—OHIO PLAYERS 

17. FREE—DENIECE WILLIAMS/A beautiful well done 
ballad with a Minnie Ripperton type sound. 

18. FREE AND SINGLE—BROTHERS JOHNSON/Good 
follow up from Get The Funk. They get down as usual. 

19. TRIED, TESTED AND FOUND TRUE—ASHFORD & 
SIMPSON 

20. ГІЛ, PLAY THE FOOL/CHER CHEZ LA FEMME, SI 

SE LA BON—DR. BUZZARD’S ORIGINAL SAVAN- 

NAH BAND 


К.С. AND THE SUNSHINE 
BAND 


PORGY & BESS 
PORGY” BES 


Ray Charles-Cleo 
\ 


and Conducted by Frau 


RAY CHARLES AND 
CLEO LAINE 


1 had not been aware of Randy Craw- 
ford until 1 listened to this new album, 
but after hearing her sing, | feel that she 
is one of the finest vocalists today—male 
or female. She has a powerful voice! 
This is her first album but she seems 
to have a lot of professional singing ex- 
perience. This jazz/pop stylist handles 
her tunes well. "Everything Must Change" 
which was recorded live, shows her voice 
at its best so naturally this is one of the 
album's best cuts. On this song she uses 


K.C. and the Sunshine Band has an- 
other hot album on their hands. The 
youthful looking K.C. has surrounded 
himself with some dynamite musicians. 
This album is bad! It's got plenty of "get 
down” material on it such as “From 
Baby | Love You (Yes | Do)" to "Keep It 
Comin' Love." 

K.C. has captured a sound that reminds 
you a little of the Tower of Power kind 
of funk, but K.C. and the Sunshine Band 
have kept their fresh, youthful appeal. 
They really rock on all tunes which also 


The genius of Ray Charles and the 
exciting, unique voice of Cleo Laine, 
both under the supervision of arranger/ 
conductor Frank DeVol, makes this two- 
record set of songs from Gershwin's all 
Black musical Porgy and Bess, a must for 
your listening pleasure. 

The story of Porgy and Bess was 
adapted from a DuBose Hagwood novel 
and the all-Black production has become 
one of the most popular pieces of Amer- 
ican work. Ray Charles and Cleo Laine 
are novel casting and they perform to- 
gether superbly and complement each 
other well throughout this entire album. 

The album opens up with the free and 


her voice to its best advantage with both 
high and low registers. 

“I'm Easy" is free and flowing; а nice 
piece which Randy performs with ease. 
Other nice tunes on the album include 
“1 Had To See You One More Time," 
“I've Never Been To Me,” "Don't Let Me 
Down," and "Something So Right." This 
album was produced by Stewart Levine. 
Randy is an enjoyment and one of the 
freshest new artists to listen to. 

J.C. 


include “Wrap Your Arms Around Ме,” 
^| Like To Do It," "Shake Your Booty," 
"Lets Go To A Party,” a song that's 
getting a good bit of airplay, and let's 
see you stay still when this single plays. 
“Come Оп In" keeps that heavy groove 
going, and they continue to romp 
through “I’m Your Boogie Man" and 
"Keep It Comin' Love"—they keep it 
comin' and give it all they've got. They 
perform well, the album rocks, and it's 

a must for any party! 
J.C. 


easy "Summertime." First played on organ 
by Ray, then a duet between Ray and 
Cleo, the song is performed in top- 
notch fashion. Ray Charles really gets 
down on such tunes as "A Woman Is А 
Sometime Thing," "It Ain't Necessarily 
So," "| Got Plerty Of Nuttin’,” "Bess, 
You 15 My Woman," and "Crab Man." 
Ray also plays different instruments on 
this album and he approaches them all 
well. 

Dramatic singer Cleo Laine whirls 
through favorites such as “1 Loves You 
Porgy,” "My Man's Gone," "What You 
Want Wid Bess," "| Got Plenty Of Nut- 
tin’.” She handles her songs well! J.C. 


FOUR SEASONS OF LOVE 


DONNA SUMMER 


Donna Summer has come up with her 
best album to date. For those who 
thought that Donna has to moan and 
groan her way through a record, take a 
listen to Four Seasons of Love. Although 
many classify her as only a disco artist, 
she contributes both to disco and pop 
and she is convincing many people that 
she’s not going to be one of those one 
or two hit record artists that you don’t 
hear from again. 

There are five cuts on this album, with 
"Spring Affair" as the stand-out piece. 
АН have potential single airplay, all are 
extended disco songs, and then there's 
that sultry oohing and erotic moaning of 
the first lady of love. All songs were 
written by Donna Summer, Giorgio 
Moroder and Pete Bellotte. 

The seasonal moods are "Spring Affair" 
and “Summer Fever.” Both are very hot, 
popular back-to-back tunes at the “іп” 
discos. Side two flows easy with "Autumn 
Change” and “Winter Melody,” a beauti- 
ful and well-done tune. 

Donna Summer's voice is used well 
and the people backing her are aware of 
her vocal qualifications and they put 
them to good use. Just as you think she 
is going to slow down a little, “Spring 
Affair’ jumps back at you to finish this 
super-slick album (not to mention the 
beautiful album cover) by beautiful 
Donna. 

The Munich Machine, arranger Thor 
Baldursson, Susan Munao, and the rest 
of the folks behind this lady really seem 
to know what they’re doing and the year 
of '77 тау see Donna Summer as the 
new Disco Queen. 

J.C. 


ENCHANTMENT 


ENCHANTMENT 


This group of five talented men have 
come up with an album that’s pure, sim- 
ple, and ап enjoyment. Тһе vocals, 


whether solo or not, have fantastic har- 
mony that is clean and clear. All songs 
are fresh and done with great gusto. 
They perform ballads very well and 
handle up tempo tunes with a style that 
makes them stand out from other more 
mature male acts. 

With the backing of United Artists 
Records, with the right kind of guidance, 
this group could really be an act to 
watch, because the talented sound is 
there. Songs on the album include “Sexy 
Lady,” “Come On And Ride,” “Gloria,” 
“Thank You Girl For Loving Me,” “Hold 
On,” "Sunshine," "Dance То The Music," 
and "My Rose." 

J.C. 


SPIRIT 


EARTH, WIND, AND FIRE 


On their newest album on Columbia 
Records, Earth, Wind, and Fire continue 
to please the people with their own 
unique style. Their music is dynamic and 
original and they continue to give people 
of all age groups and races what they 
want. 

Like on past albums, they perform 
tunes that kind of stay with you. Songs 
include the hit single "Getaway," "Sat- 
urday Night,” which is getting a lot of 
airplay, "Imagination," and "Spirit." The 
writers, musicians, and arrangers all help 
to make this album good. Maurice White 
and Earth, Wind, and Fire seem to have 
different and original ideas and they 
work. АП fans of this talented, innovative 
band will be very pleased. 

J.C. 


BO & RUTH 


BO KIRKLAND AND 
RUTH DAVIS 


Bo and Ruth perform well and this 
debut Lp showcase this handsome pair 
with a lot of singing ability and experi- 
ence. The Lp slows down on a couple of 
their songs but the album keeps you 
interested. 

The songs are geared to the more 
mature adult, and can make lovers' 
hearts throb. They included “I Feel Love 


In This Room," "To Make You Love Me," 
"Train Of Desire," "You're Gonna Get 
Next To Me" (a stand-out cut), popular 
“Easy Loving," "Can You Feel It,” etc. 
... The material and arrangements are 


good. 
J.C. 


SOLID 


MICHAEL HENDERSON 


Michael Henderson has had a lot of 
experience in the record business. He 
has played with all the super stars from 
the Rolling Stones to Stevie Wonder. 
Michael wrote, produced, and arranged 
this Lp. 

Tunes include "Solid," "Treat Me Like 
А Man," "Stay With Me This Summer," 


: "Let Love Enter," “Ве My СШ,” and 


"Valentine Love," which shows off his 
vocal talent. It's a beautiful cut. № you 
like jazz, pop, or R & B, Michael per- 
forms them all well and you'll find some- 
thing for your taste in this album. 


J.C. 
MAGIC TOUCH 


TONY SILVESTER & 
THE NEW INGREDIENT 


Tony Silvester is a creative genius. 
After he left the Main Ingredient he is 
still a powerful force in the music busi- 
ness, whether he's working with another 
artist or producing himself as he does 
on this great album. Tony has that cer- 
tain touch and this Lp sparkles. 

The album opens with a slick "Magic 
Touch" and a sensual "Pazuzu" which 
works well. The instrumental by Berry 
White is very good and done very well. 
Tony has a variety of material which 
also includes "The Tender Side Of Love," 
"Cosmic Lady," and "Soca." 

Tony on percussion works with a multi- 
talented group of male and female vocals 
and musicians and Tony knows just what 


Шен л 


CONTINUED 

to do with them. The album cover is 
great and the Lp is even better, and after 
hearing this one, | now see why Tony 
Silvester is one of the busiest producers 
in the business. J.C. 


DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER 


DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER 


Vocalist Dee Dee Bridgewater, who 
won a Tony Award for her role as the 
“good witch’ in the Broadway all-Black 
version of The Wiz, has a new album out 
on Atlantic Records. Dee Dee is more 
of a jazz singer, but she doesn’t get to 
show off much of that side since this 
album is more of a pop/disco style. 

The Lp is good for her first attempt 
and she seems comfortable with the 
variety of songs that she is given. It opens 
with a fast disco version of the Platters’ 
old tune, “My Prayer.” This tune could 


become very popular at clubs, since it’s 
really a good dance record. Her back- 
group singers on “It Ain't Easy" com- 
plement her very well. She does a very 
soulful and outstanding "He's Gone," 
made famous by Tavares. The arrange- 
ments оп "He's Gone" are fantastic and 
the singers, musicians, and Dee Dee 
work well. 

Other stand-out tunes include "You 
Saved Me," "Every Man Wants Another 
Man's Woman," and a slow ballad, “Му 
Prayer,” showing how versatile this jazz 
performer can be. A variety of material 
is on her first album and all of it is a 


winner. 
J.C. 
THE SOUL TRAIN GANG 


THE SOUL TRAIN GANG 


The Soul Train Gang's new album is a 
big improvement over their other efforts. 


A few of the songs may have to grow 
on you but there are some strong cuts 
on this Lp and the fellas are more prom- 
inent than on the last album. They seem 
to be holding on to a certain identifiable 
style and that's what makes this album 
funky. 

Opening with a strong "That Certain 
Way" featuring Gerald Brown and Pat 
Williams, a sexy "Ooh Cha" by Denise 
Smith follows. This attractive group 
romps through “All My Life,” "Soul 
Train Theme," and "If It Takes AII Night," 
another great tune with slick harmony 
that reminds you a little of the style of 
the Delphonis. Their style is much better 
on this Lp and they will get even better 
because the quality and talent is there. 


J.C. 


COMING UP NEXT 
MONTH: 


KOOL AND THE GANG, 


THE SYLVERS, 
AND 
THE SUPREMES! !! 


OF THE JACKSONS 


READ ON!!! 


І you go to school one day and 
find Greg Morris sitting in your 
classroom, it’s not a dream or a 
sign that you've passed away and 
gone to heaven, you can definitely 
believe your eyes! Thousands of 
brothers and sisters across the 
country can testify to that fact be- 


AU KOME WU 
ACTOR GREG MORRIS! 


HANDSOME GREG MORRIS TAKES TIME 
OFF FROM ACTING TO RAP TO YOUNG 
TEENS. HERE'S GREG-IN THE FLESH! 


BY SHELL SLATON 


PHOTOS BY KENNY LIEU 


cause they've had a chance to тар 
with him in their schools too. 
Yes, that good-looking gadget 
man of “Mission: Impossible,” who’s 
imagination and electrical know- 
how foiled many a government 
enemy, has made himself available, 
not for marriage (unfortunately he’s 


He gets in a thoughtful-serious mood when 
he thinks of the harm drugs bring to kids 
who use them. He cares enough to warn them. 


already got a pretty wife and three 
teenagers), but for talking about 
drugs and how it’s not cool to let 
them abuse your body. Besides 
turning a lot of students on to the 
harmful effects of narcotics, he en- 
courages the students to finish their 
education, and is there to give them 


Greg is definitely a family man. He has pic- 
tures of his wife and kids posted all over his 
beautiful Beverly Hills ranch-style home. 


When Greg speaks to a person, he looks di- 
rectly at them. A parade could pass by and 
Greg would still concentrate on the speaker. 


REG MORRIS 


He gets enthusiastic when he talks about 
sports. Although not as athletic as he used 
to be, he still likes to play basketball. 


suggestions about how to make it in 
society. 

Those are heavy subjects, but 
Greg Morris is a heavy person. 
Talking with him is like working 
with a miner. You ask him a light 
question, full of sand, and he sifts 
it around and comes up with an 
answer full of gold dust. 

For example, ask him what kind 
of girl he liked before he got mar- 
ried and he says, “Pretty ones, you 
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have to remember that Im a 
Libra." He chuckles, and then his 
smile relaxes into a more thought- 
ful look. “Г used to dig lovely 
ladies, but not dumb ones. Those 
who were challenging, not in the 
sense of challenging my masculin- 
ity, but who were stimulating men- 
tally. 

Physical love is a gas, and I'm 
not about to say that it's not, be- 
cause it is. But physical love is 


much better if you can rap before 
entering into it, and again after it's 
over. What's important is the at- 
traction thats always there even 
after physical love. That's the best 
kind. A reciprocal relationship be- 
tween a man and a woman, is 
what's really beautiful." 

As he speaks, his low bass voice 
vibrates around in your ribs and 
it's easy to see why he was a pop- 
ular disc jockey when he attended 
Iowa State University. In fact, he 
was so good at it that he got a job 
at a major radio station called 
WSUI. 

But he enjoyed playing basket- 
ball more than anything else. He 
dug it so much and played it so 
well that he was practically des- 
tined for a career as a professional 
athlete. 


TURNS ANGER INTO 


А POSITIVE THING! 

His love for sports began when 
he was a little kid in Harlem, using 
games like stickball "to occupy my 
mind." Later, as a teenager who 
then lived on the southside of Chi- 
cago, he used sports to release 
anger and frustration. "After play- 


| ing baseball, football, or running 


track, I was too tired to be uptight. 
I've always preferred to turn anger 
into something positive rather than 
something negative." By the time 
he got in college and was planning 
to make a career out of sports, an 
unexpected incident happened that 
changed his direction completely. 

What was the incident? He 
smelled greasepaint! Greg says it 
happened when he entered the 


„Î drama department at the university. 


“Т literally smelled the greasepaint 
and decided that was for me. 1 
didn't get it in my blood, I got it in 
my nose! My friends all thought I” 
was crazy. Being an actor at that 
time was tough enough, but being 
a Black actor was foolhardy." 

Evidently his instincts knew he 
wasn't "foolhardy" because after 
acting in several movies and plays, 
then finally trying out for a film 
that rejected him, Greg landed a 
big part on the "Ben Casey" TV 
show. The same casting director 
who had turned Greg down earlier, 
remembered him and offered him 
the part. Greg remembers how he 
felt. "I was scared! It was my first 
time on a major TV set." 


THIS ACTOR WAS ONCE A 


SOAP OPERA STAR 

He recalls how he had to make 
the transition from movies to TV. 
One experience on the set almost 
proved to be disastrous. He was 
playing a role on a daytime soap 
opera show called “General Hos- 
pital.” His TV girlfriend had been 
battered up in a fight and Greg 
was being filmed in her hospital 
room talking with her and a friend, 
Johnny Beradino. 

“After John said his lines he 
looked at me and waited for me 
to say mine. But all of a sudden 
I couldn't remember them. I want- 
ed to say ‘cut’ like we do in the 
movies, and take it all over. But 
you can't do that on TV. Johnny 
knew I had forgotten my lines, he 
could see it in my eyes. So he 
started feeding me lines like ‘Did 
you go to the drugstore? What did 
the doctor say? to help me re- 
member. I finally did." 


He's amused as he recalls an incident that 
almost ruined his TV career before it started. 
He became famous in “Mission: Impossible.” 


Soon he was doing so well on 
TV that he was offered the role 
of Barney on "Mission: Impossible," 
and it's the role that he is famous 
for. He also did a little daylighting 
on "Password" and came near to 
breaking a record, because he ap- 
peared the second most times of 
any guest on the show. 


GREG LOVES SHOOTING 
PICTURES 

Behind him, a face peers through 
the glass door at Greg, who's sit- 
ting on the patio in front of his 
pool. It’s his 14-year-old daughter, 
Linda. Greg calls her Stump. “Ве- 
cause when she was little she was 
so short." He consents to reveal the 
rest of the family nicknames. "Iona, 
who is 19, is called Ony." His per- 
sonal phone rings, trying to inter- 
rupt him, but a slight lift in his 
eyebrow is the only indication that 
he has heard it. Despite the ring- 
ing, he continues looking at you in- 
tently and giving you the rest of 
the nicknames. “Му son Philip, 18, 
is Flip or Flop." And you notice, 
as his son jogs in the house, soon 
afterward, that Flip or Flop is ex- 


tremely handsome. "My wife is 
Stinky, and she calls me Ob. Be- 
cause Ob is short for observant." 
The phone finally stops ringing. 

. If you saw Greg in Sanford and 
Son's Hawaiian Connection episode 
a while ago and wondered what 
he does when he's not on TV, all 
you have to do is take a walk 
through his house. There's a huge 
expensive tape recorder that Greg 
reprograms albums on. It's a hobby 
which blossomed out of those disc 
jockey days. In his plush Beverly 
Hills living room is a mirror-photo- 
painting created in Nigeria. It was 
a gift given to him when he starred 
in a film there called "Countdown 
at Kusini" Another gift, a totem 
pole of elephants was given to him 
when he traveled to Thailand to 
do another film. While walking 
through you notice that something 
smells deliciously good and your 
stomach begins to growl. His wife 
Lee is a very good cook. Some of 
her recipes have been published 
in celebrity cookbooks. The most 
famous one is called "Ob's Chick- 
en." The photos on Greg's wall also 
say that he's an excellent photog- 
rapher. 

Back on the patio, you ask him 
what things are worthwhile in life. 
He thinks for a moment and then 
says, "There are three important 
things. The first important thing, is 
to listen. Many people hear, and 
have ears but never really listen. 
The second is to care." As he says 
this his hands fold out like an open 
book, as if he is personally handing 
you his words. 

"Its nothing when you sympa- 
thize and pity someone. But it 
counts when you care. And the third 
is to say ‘I am’ and be happy about 
it. You don't have to be egotistical, 
just be positive about yourself. 
Look in the mirror and say, 'Yeah, 
I've made a few mistakes, but I've 
done quite a few good things too." 
*No one in life goes by unaffected 
by disappointments and setbacks. 
But winners are the least affected 
because winners don't have the 
time for them." 

Its obvious that Gregs a win- 
ner, and his fans are anxious to 
see him back on the TV sets. But 
like Sidney Poitier, and Cicely Ty- 
son, Greg is holding out for a qual- 
ity, meaningful role. Meanwhile, 
don't be surprised if you run into 
him at school tomorrow. 
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КАМЕКА 


FA apr 


Not only is Melba Moore extremely sophis- 
ticated, but she's also very talented. A 
"mistress of all trades," she is consultant 
to children's show, "Big Blue Marble." 


Never knew she was in "Hair," did you? 
This former school teacher was first Black 
actress to play the female lead. That's an 
accomplishment in the theatrical world!!! 


sty on 108th St. 


бі о New This “peachy” performer has received the 

she hildhood - - Tony Award, N.Y. Critics Awards, and the 

until she we she finished her ОМ Her beauty is expressed in many forms: as Drama Desk Award as best actress in a 
Jersey Whe a carefree young girl, & a lonely, lost waif. musical. She's co-hosted many TV shows! 


IDKAMERA 


DENNIS EDWARDS 
RECENTLY FOLLOWED 
THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
DAMON HARRIS, 
EDDIE KENDRICKS, 
AND DAVID RUFFIN! 
WHAT DOES HIS 
FUTURE HOLD??? 


BY CYNTHIA HORNER 


Or October 7, 1976, the Temp- 
tations public relations firm, 
the Brokaw Company, sent out a 
letter which simply stated that the 
Temptations and Dennis Edwards 
were officially splitting so that Ed- 
wards could pursue a solo career. 
This announcement put an end to 
months of speculation about Den- 
nis’ future with the Temptations. 

Edwards, whose last performance 
with the Tempts took place Octo- 
ber 1 at the Los Angeles Forum 
(an almost sell-out concert) was 
first said to be leaving the group 
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in August. By September it was 
common knowledge in “inner cir- 
cles” that the 33-year-old singer 
would be leaving the group soon. 

When Right On! talked to the 
Tempts the last week in September, 
the group members who were in- 
terviewed failed to mention that 
they were losing Edwards, a nine- 
year veteran of the popular Mo- 
town act. Perhaps some of this 
stems from a long tradition of the 
Tempts to remain known as a 
group which has an almost scandal- 
free reputation, chosing to remain 
dignified as their status calls for. 

Edwards never fully explained 
all of his reasons for leaving the 
Tempts nor did he issue a state- 
ment on the subject. He was also 
unavailable for comment. 

When asked to comment on Den- 
nis in general, singers Melvin 
Franklin and Glenn Leonard made 
comments which are very fitting 
for Dennis’ send-off: 

“Dennis is a beautiful dude. He 
may come off flighty but under- 


neath all that flightiness is а real 
and good person. He was an only 
child growing up and he lost his 
father when he was a teenager. 

"Dennis... he’s extroverted. He's 
a force within the group just like 
Otis Williams is a force within the 
group. 

"He's very quick. He's lightning 
quick. He and Otis are the only 
guys that I have ever had in the 
studio who would sing their song 
in one taping and do it the same 
way every time," Melvin remem- 
bered, 

“He’s also very youthful in his 
mannerisms and his nature. And 
though he’s never been called an 
original Temptation, other than 
Otis and me, he has put in more 
years than anybody else. He came 
here in 1968 (June 28) and thaťs 
nine years in a man,” Melvin fin- 


Thus the Temptations said 
goodbye to one of their greatest 
friends who was with them during 
their triumphs and heartaches, plat- 
inum albums and gold singles. 
Their latest album, The Tempta- 
tions Do The Temptations will be 
a special classic album for all 
Tempts fans to buy who want to 


remember Dennis with the group. 

And as Melvin said before, 
“You'll never read апу scandal 
about the Temptations.” It's true. 
Even though splitups are often 
rough and there are sometimes 
hard feelings behind them, the 
Temptations are conscious of the 
fact that not only are they a group, 


they are now an institution. and 
they want to stress all the good 
there is to discuss and they thank 
God for having given them a 
chance to be what they are... опе 
of the greatest Black groups Amer- 
ica has ever had! Good luck, 


Dennis! 
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ARETHA FRANHLINIII 


һе new Aretha Franklin is slim, pretty and more 
soulful than ever. The “Queen of Soul” is a musical 
artist who sings feelings so real that if your ears were 
fingers, you could touch them. She is the sum total of 
her gospel background, her heartaches, her happiness, 
and her loves. At age 34 she is already a legend. 
Although she was born in Memphis, Tennessee, she 
spent most of her childhood in Detroit, Michigan where 
she sang in her father’s church with her brothers and 
sisters. At fourteen, she joined her minister father’s 
evangelical tour and sang as a soloist. At eighteen she 
switched to blues singing and was signed by Columbia 
Records. 
She wasn’t comfortable with them because they didn’t 
know how to showcase and develop her talent. They 
didn’t realize that they possessed one of the greatest 


women singers in the history of the world. So in 1966 
she joined Atlantic records and immediately made her 
first gold record, *I Never Loved a Man the Way I Love 
You." Many more gold records followed. She had a 
knack for making a hit every time she opened her 
mouth to record a song. "Rock Steady," "Spanish 
Harlem," *Daydreaming," “Think,” “I Say A Little 
Prayer," are just a few of her classics. 

Then in 1976 she wowed the crowds again with her 
album Sparkle, and that movin' tune, "Something He 
Can Feel." Well, she's done it again, as usual with her 
successful disco single, "Jumped/Hooked on Your 
Love." The more she sings, the more we swing. Aretha's 
one lady that knows how to get down. And because 
of this Right On! gratefully names her as this issue's 
Soul Star of the Month. Right On! 
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